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Salvador Economy Good; 
Coffee Prices Stable 


Economic conditions in El] Salvador 
in the last quarter of 1955 continued 


Marketing of coffee, mainstay of 
the economy, progressed satisfactorily, 
and prices were stable at a high level. 
Wholesale and retail trade picked up 
seasonably and merchants were gen- 
erally satisfied with sales volume. 

The textile market, however, con- 
tinued weak, inventories were high, 
and the industry throughout the year 
had to grant large credits to cus- 
tomers in order to move stocks. 

Trade circles estimated that two- 
thirds of the small 1955-56 coffee crop, 
picking of which began in October, 
had been sold by December 31-Ship- 
ments through that date totaled 429,- 
293 sixty-kilogram bags, of an esti- 
mated 900,000-bag export crop. Prices 
in the quarter fluctuated between 53 
and 65 cents a pound f. o. b. port of 
export, for Central Standard washed 
coffee, the price $ December 31 
standing at 57 cents. 

Though concern continued over the 
long-term prospects for coffee prices, 
the outlook for sale of the remainder 
of the crop appeared excellent. In- 
dicative of the country’s anxiety over 
future coffee prospects was the crea- 
tion in December of the Salvadoran 
Natiorial Coffee Institute to conduct 
research in soil chemistry, fertiliza- 
tion, and processing and marketing, 
as a means of increasing productivity 


estimates as to the anticipated de- 
ficit vary, the Institute scheduled 
minimum imports of 40,000 tons of 
corn. The long-range problems of in- 
creasing corn production, primarily 
through the use of hybrids, and of ex- 
panding grain-storage facilities, re- 
main to be dealt with. 

Additional governmental measures 
were instituted during the quarter to 
promote economic and industrial de- 
velopment, and various specific in- 
dustrial installations were initiated or 
completed. An autonomous Produc- 
tion Development Institute was es- 
tablished by the Government in Octo- 
ber (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 
12, 1955, p. 9) and a Fisheries Develop- 
ment Law was passed. Further amend- 
ment to the Processing Industry Devel- 
opment Law were proposed to make 
industries producing intangibles— 
banks, power distribution enterprises, 
insurance companies—eligible for tax 
benefits under the law. 


New Plant Begins Operation 

The country’s first agricultura] in- 
secticide and fungicide plant of im- 
portance initiated operations in Oc- 
tober. Officials of the Rio Lempa Ex- 
ecutive Commission continued study- 
ing the possibility of establishing a 
fertilizer plant to utilize power from 
the Commission’s hydroelectric plant. 

Construction was started on a 
US$2.4-million Salvadoran - Japanese 
textile mill which will use Japanese 
machinery and prefabricated build- 
ings, the monthly output of the coun- 
try’s only rolling mill was increased 
from 27 to 60 tons of steel rods, with 
the technical assistance of the El Sal- 
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Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export’ and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available: to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the b 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local ¢ham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Bidg. 

Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 
Bldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 


Courthouse Bids 
Buffalo 3, » ti7 Ellicott St. 


Charleston 4 S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 


Bidg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 
Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
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Metal-Using Industries Main Impetus 





British Industrial Production Soars 


Industrial production in the United Kingdom in October 1955 was 
at an alltime high and continued to reflect the rising output of the metal- 


using industries. 


The preliminary October production index figure was 142-143 (1943= 
100), compared with the previous record of 141 in March 1955. 


Following the settlement of the 
summer dock and rail strikes, indus- 
trial production increased monthly by 
4 to 5 percent over the last half of 
1954. The rate of increase in the first 
half of 1955 was 7 to 8 percent above 
the corresponding months of 1954. 

Failure of Britain’s industries to re- 
cover the January-June 1955 rate of 
growth over 1954 was accounted for 
in part by the downturn in textile 
production, especially of cotton tex- 
tiles. In addition, output in the first 
half of 1954 was considerably lower 
than in later months, with the result 
that a smaller rate of growth in the 
second half of 1955 over July-Decem- 
ber 1954 was expected. 

The main impetus to the upward 
movement in the production index 
came from the metal-using indus- 
tries; output of passenger and com- 
mercial vehicles were at record highs. 
Increased generation of electricity 
also contributed heavily to the total 
production rise. 


Leveling Off Forecast 


Estimates indicated that the metal- 
using industries would show a slower 
rate of output expansion in coming 
months. Output of consumer dur- 
ables largely depended on the ability 
of these industries to compete suc- 
cessfully in oversea markets as the 
home market began to feel the effects 
of tightened restrictions on install- 
ment sales and higher rates of pur- 
chase tax. Orders for capital equip- 
ment remained high, but inability to 
obtain additional labor was beginning 
to hinder further rises in the rate of 
output increase by these industries. 
Further gains in the rate of growth 
therefore had to await completion of 
capital investment plans. 


The paper and factory-building in- 
dustries also offered indications that 
Britain’s rising production index 
might level off soon. Paper manufac- 
turers experienced a continued out- 
put rise following the steady relaxa- 
tion of import restrictions on paper- 
making materials since 1954. With 
the apparent ending of further liber- 
alization of these restrictions, the 
rate of growth of paper production 
Was expected to slacken. Meanwhile, 
the latest data on factory-building 
approvals indicated that the rapid 
upswing in this sector of the build- 
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ing industry already may have passed 
its peak. However, new approvals 
were expected to continue at the very 
high level. 

Britain’s two basic industries, coal 
and steel, showed divergent produc- 
tion trends throughout the first 11 
months of 1955. Coal output at the 
end of November was some 2.6 million 
tons below the total for January-No- 
vember 1954. Coal imports, however, 
rose by 8 millfon tons and exports 
fell by nearly 1.5 million tons. This 
marked import rise enabled coal 
stocks to be built up in Britain, and 
distributed stocks on December 3 at 
19.7 million tons were nearly 14 percent 
higher than a year ago. 


Steel production, however, contin- 
ued to expand, and total output for 
1955 was expected to reach approxi- 
mately 20 million tons, compared with 
18.5 million tons in 1954. Demand was 
extremely high and far exceeded the 
year’s production rise, with the result 
that steel imports rose by some 1.5 
million tons. The industry’s capacity 
was growing, and although estimates 
indicated that some 21 million tons 
of steel could ,be produced in 1956, 
steel producers were concerned as to 
whether consumer demand would 
maintain its high level. 

Rubber Plant Planned 

The first plant in the United King- 
dom to manufacture general-purpose 
synthetic rubber on a commercial 
scale plans to begin production in 1958 
and to have an initial output of 50,000 
tons a year. The new company, the 
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International Synthetic Rubber Co,, 
Ltd., is being sponsored by four major 
tire companies, the Dunlop Rubber 
Co., Goodyear Tire and Rubber (Great 


Britain), Firestone Tire and Rubber, | 


and the Michelin Tire Co. 

Imports of GRS rubber by the 
United Kingdom rubber-manufactur- 
ing industry reportedly amoun to. 
some 10,000 tons in 1955 and 
permission was granted to import up 
to 50,000 tons in 1956. 

Unemployment Low 


Pressures on labor supplies contin- 
ued as British industries maintained 
their production records. 

The number of persons engaged in 
civil employment in Great Britain 
reached 23.1 million in October, an all- 
time high. Unemployment amounted 
to but 1 percent of Great Britain’s 
working population. Unemployment 
in Scotland amounted to about 22 
percent; in the Midlands it was down 
to .5 percent and in both Yorkshire 
and the London area, about .7 percent. 

In Northern Ireland, however, un- 
employment averaged about 5.5 per- 
cent of the labor force. To offset this 
situation a new Northern Ireland De- 
velopment Council, an independent 
and nonofficial organization, was set 
up to stimulate industry’s expansion. 
The council’s task will be to make 
known in Great Britain and overseas, 


(Continued on Page 27) 


West Berlin Industry 
Outlook Optimistic 


The high level of industrial activity 
in Western Berlin is expected to con- 
tinue through the first half of 1956, 
in view of the volume of orders on 
hand. 

The Institute for Economic Research 
in Berlin reports that in 1955 the gross 
national product for Western Berlin 
increased over 1954 by 15 percent at 
market prices or 13 percent at con- 
stant prices, compared with a 10-per- 
cent increase at constant prices in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

Private companies and self-em- 
ployed persons used increased profits 
primarily for reinvestment and for 
strengthening the financial stability 
of their firms. Private investment in 
fixed assets rose 20 percent over the 
level for 1954. 

Government investment-was up 15 
percent during the same period, pri- 
marily as a result of increased build- 
ing activity—Emb., Bonn. 
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Chile Takes Measures To Combat Inflation 


revailed in Chile in the fourth quarter of 1955, but the 
strong countermeasures. 


Inflation still 
Government too 


The peso rate on the free market showed unusual stability. Mining 
and industrial production was normal in the first 2 months; only in 
December did labor unrest recur, resulting in a walkout in the great 


copper industry which paralyzed pro- 
duction for the last 2 weeks of Decem- 
ber. The cost of living continued its 
implacable rise, and the problem of 
annual salary adjustments was in the 
fore. The Government was mainly 
concerned with avoiding another wage 
and price spiral. 

The Central Bank’s issues increased 
by 2.9 billion pesos in October-Novem- 
ber, 1.45 billion a month, compared 
with average increases of 368 million 
in each of the preceding 3 months. Is- 
sues stood at 46.1 billion pesos as of 
November 30. 

Commercial-bank loans increased 
by 2 percent, from 45.3 billion to 46.2 
billion pesos, while loans of the Banco 
del Estado showed a 10-percent in- 
crease, from 30.7 to 33.9 billions. 

Total money in circulation, includ- 
ing currency and current deposits, rose 
by 4.8 percent—slightly less than the 
increase in the preceding quarter. 


Cost of Living Up 


The cost-of-living increase of 6.1 
percent in October and November, 
brought the 11-month increase to 76.3 
percent. 

As a result of the voluntary stock- 
exchange closing at the end of Sep- 
tember, the peso acquired a surprising 
firmness in the free market, closing 
out the month at 590 (buying) and 610 
(selling) pesos to the dollar. By Oc- 
tober 5, however, following trade re- 
sumption, the peso sagged to 700-710, 
and from then until the end of De- 
cember tended to firm. Closing rates 
at the end of December were 650-660, 
but by January 13, the pesos new 
strength brought the rate to 590. 

In the contrélled exchange market, 
the so-called free bank rate, originally 
established for a limited group of 
commodities, became the principal 
rate—300 pesos to the dollar for ex- 
ports and 303 for imports—for most 
transactions. In the fourth quarter, 
copper mining and lumber were as- 
signed this rate, while even more pref- 
erential treatment, a composite rate, 
was granted to agricultural produce, 
crytallized nitrate, ferrous alloys, iron 
ore, potato starch, and wine. With 
minor variations, the basic concept 
was to permit the conversion of a 
percentage of the export returns— 
usually 50 percent—at the free bank 
rate and the balance at a completely 
free rate—590 pesos to dollar on Jan- 
uary 13, 1956. 


This composite rate works out be- 
tween 450 and 475 pesos to the dollar. 
With the extension of its applicability 
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it became necessary to increase the 
import commodities which could be 
introduced at the resulting special 
rates. A similar treatment was ap- 
plied to foreign freight earnings by 
national merchant vessels. 

In December, the National Foreign 
Trade Council (CONDECOR) an- 
nounced the equivalent of $390 mil- 
lion would be available, but the im- 
porters’ demand for exchange was 
expected to reach almost $800 million. 

CONDECOR announced that provi- 
sion was made in the 1956 budget for 
full payment of commercial arrearages 
rather than merely a percentage re- 
duction. Since such arrearages have 
been estimated at $30 million to $50 
million, their cancellation must result 
in a great improvement in Chile’s 
credit standing. 

In October a protocol to the Eco- 
nomic Complementation Treaty be- 
tween Chile and Bolivia was signed 
and, on November 10, a trade and 
payments agreement. The Trade and 
Payments Agreement provides for the 
exchange of Bolivian tin, gasoline, 
and lead for Chilean explosives, iron 
and steel, fabricated copper, malt, and 
miscellaneous manufactured goods. 


Chile To Supply Nitrate 

Compensation agreements were au- 
thorized by CONDECOR with Czecho- 
slovakia and Yugoslavia for amounts 
each way of $2.1 million and $1.5 mil- 
lion, respectively. In both instances, 
Chile undertakes to supply nitrate in 
exchange for manufactured goods. 


Imports from the United States 
were low, import licenses being vir- 
tually restricted to certain essential 
commodities, although several me- 
dium-term credits were accepted from 
American manufacturers for the pur- 
chase of agricultural and construction 





Branch Bank Opened 


In Saudi Arabia 


The First National City Bank 
of New York opened a branch 
bank in Jidda, Saudi Arabia, on 
December 31, and became the 
first American bank to open a 
branch there. 

A staff of 14 employees includ- 
ing an American manager is em- 
ployed by the bank. — Emb., 
Jidda. 











machinery, to be repaid over a 3-year 
period. 

CONDECOR announced on Novem- 
ber 1 that the 1955 foreign-exchange 
budget had been totally allocated, 
and that as of November 2 any import 
licenses issued would be charged 
against the 1956 budget. Commodi- 
ties on which such licenses would be 
granted included spare parts, raw ma- 
terials, food products of certain types, 
stimulants, fuels and _ lubricants, 
drugs, medicinals, and seeds. 


Wage-Price Controls Proposed 


The chief anti-inflatianary measure 
introduced by the President and his 
Ministers of Economy and of Finance 
would restrict wage increases and es- 
tablish control prices over articles of 
primary necessity. The traditional, 
automatic yearly salary increases 
would be limited to 50 percent of the 
cost-of-living increase in 1955. It 
would be illegal to increase the prices 
of certain basic commodities without 
a supreme decree of the Executive. 

As the year closed, the bill had been 
approved by the lower house. If passed 
by the Senate, it would be the first 
concrete anti-inflationary measure 
achieved by the Government. The bill 


is understood to have the approval of - 


the Klein-Saks Mission, a private 
group of economic consultants con- 
tracted by the Chilean Government to 
study economic stabilization problems, 

The nitrate referendum, a contract 
between the Government and the two 
major nitrate producers, passed the 
lower house in December. Certain 
tax, amortization, and exchange-rate 
concessions would be granted to the 
industry in return for sizable capital 
investments by the producers. Some 
$36 million would be invested to im- 
prove production methods and reduce 
costs, putting the industry in a more 
competitive position with synthetics. 

Balancing of the 1956 ordinary gen- 
eral budget was of prime concern of 
the Ministries of Economy and of 
Finance. On December 29 the new 
budget, which set expenditures at 1704 
billion pesos and revenue at 1.7 mil- 
lion pesos above that figure, was 
signed. Expenditures for 1955 had 
been set at 91.6 billion. 


Crops Suffer Frost Damage 

To balance the budget, certain 
emergency taxes which were to termi- 
nate as of December 31, 1955 had to be 
continued. Additional sources of reve- 
nue to cover the cost of the uniform 
wage scale and the wage increases to 
be made under the terms of the pend- 
ing price-wage control bill are as yet 
unprovided. i 

An unusually dry but frosty winter 
damaged the cereal crop and, in 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Deficit Shown in 
Colombian Exchange 


Colombian exchange remittances 
authorized in 1955 amounted to 
U8$669.7 million, resulting in a deficit 
of US$124.7 million, the Central Bank 
of Colombia has announced. As of 
January 12, 1956, the Office of Ex- 
change Control was reported to be 
meeting items registered through Sep- 
tember 6, 1955. 

Total foreign-exchange income for 
1955 amounted to US$545 million, of 
which coffee sales contributed US$485 
million on the basis of registered cof- 
fee sales contracts for 5.9 million bags 
of 60 kidograms each. During the first 
10 days of 1956 registered coffee con- 
tracts amounted to 119,000 bags of 
60 kilograms, valued at US$9.7 million. 


Dollar Rate Up 


Following the Christmas holidays, 
the value of the dollar on the free 
market jumped from 4.10 pesos to 
423 pesos and on January 13 reached 
a high of 4.41 pesos. This rise in the 
free-market rate for the dollar led 
to a continuing round of speculation 
and rumors concerning its causes and 
the remedial measures available to 
counteract it. Rumors and specula- 
tions that the peso’s devaluation is 
imminent have been categorically de- 
nied by Government spokesmen in 
the press. 

Demand for loans continues strong, 
but deposits have begun to return 
to the banks, and money in circula- 
tion and commercial bank’s redis- 
counts have decreased from the peak 
at the end of 1955. The Colombian 
Minister of Finance has warned about 


inflation and has indicated that Gov- 


ernment expenditures may approxi- 
mate 110 million pesos a month for 
the next few months. He has pointed 
out that these expenditures in con- 
junction with other factors may neces- 
sitate the imposition of higher cash 
reserve requirements for commercial 
banks.—Emb., Bogota. 


Philippine Exchange Reserves 
Decline Further; Exports Rise 


The Philippines’ exchange reserves declined further by an estimated 
$10 million in November 1955, to about $227 million from approxi- 
mately $237 million at the end of October. 

Larger exports and smaller imports, compared with November 1954, 
prevented a greater decline. Imports exceeded exports by a wide margin, 


although exports were above the 1954 
level, despite lower export prices for 
copra, the principal export commodity 
at that season. “4 

Export prices generally were stable, 
except for coconut. products. Copra 
and coconut-oil prices weakened, 
abaca and lumber prices remained 
practically unchanged, and log prices 
firmed at the end of the month, Com- 
pared with the corresponding period 
of 1954, prices for coconut products 
and export sugar were lower. Prices 
of other export products were sub- 
stantially above the November 1954 
levels. 


* 
Expansion of money supply and out- 
standing credit continued at a reduced 
rate. Currency issued increased by 3.8 
million pesos (1 peso=US$0.50) to a 
total of 689.5 million pesos, while Cen- 
tral Bank loans and advances in- 
creased by 1.23 milion pesos, and its 
holdings of domestic securities by 5.24 
million pesos. Scattered press reports 
indicated that the expansion of money 
supply had begun to show effects in 
improved business conditions. Em- 
ployment increased seasonally as the 
sugar-milling season began. 
Price Levels Rise 
The domestic price level continued 
to rise seasonally. The Bureau of 
Commerce retail-price index (1941— 
100) rose from 220.23 at the end of 
October to 222.19 in November, com- 
pared with 223.49 in November 1954. 
The Bureau of the Census and Statis- 
tics cost-of-living index for Manila 
workers (1941-100) rose from 313.8 
in October to 315.3 in November, com- 
pared with 318.2 in November 1954. 
The Philippine “No-dollar import” 
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law (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Oct. 31, 1955, p. 8) was affecting for- 
eign trade and the balance of pay- 
ments, The export of 1.2 million pesos’ 
worth of logs to Japan on a barter 
basis in exchange for construction 
materials, textiles, and household 
appliances was approved, although 
there was little doubt that they could 
be sold in Japan for dollars, and log 
prices in the Philippines rose toward 
the end of the month. 

An approved barter deal involving 
the export of 1,000 tons of sugar in 
exchange for radio imports was sus- 
pended because of complaints from 
local radio-assembling firms. As the 
month ended, the President -sus- 
pended licensing of such transactions 
pending a reconsideration of the reg- 
ulations issued under the law. : 

Agreement in principle was reached 
between the Philippines and the Na- 
tionalist Chinese Government for the 
annual exchange of goods up to $2 
million each way, payments to be 
made on a compensation basis. An- 
nual trade between. the two coun- 
tries is reported to exceed this level 
already. 

After the November elections, the 
President pledged his administra- 
tion to complete many rural develop- 
ment programs already launched, to 
promptly establish the Court. of 
Agrarian Relations, and to order the 
expropriation of a number of large 
landed estates by the Land Tenure 
Administration. , 

Fiscal policy and the impact upon 
the economy of deficit financing of 
economic development and other 
projects caused official concern in 
November. The Governor of the Cen- 
tral Bank, the Budget Commissioner, 
and the President of the Philippine 
National Bank spoke of the serious- 
ness of the situation and the need for 
a thorough review of fiscal programs. 
Recommended actions included the 
careful screening, of bond-financed 
programs to concentrate them on 
productive, self-liquidating projects, 
and revision of tax policies to bring 
in some 150 million to 200 million 
pesos additional revenue to finance 
the Government’s ordinary expendi- 
tures which are increasing. However, 
the Council of State approved bond- 
financed programs totaling nearly 
300 million pesos.—Emb., Manila. 
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Portuguese Economic Prospects Generally 
Brighter; Trade and Production Better 


Portuguese economic conditions and 
prospects were generally better in 
December 1955 than in the early 
months of the year, when failure of 
the grain crops pointed to a sharp 
drop in farm income. 

Both imports and exports were well 
above 1954 totals, and production in 
important mining and manufacturing 
activities continued higher. 

The canned-fish industry in 1955 
again was favored by an abundant 
sardine catch and rising prices. Forest 
products, which include the important 
cork and naval-stores industries, also 
appeared to have yielded a larger 
return than last year. 

Public finance reflected generally 
satisfactory conditions; ordinary re- 
ceipts were up about 7 percent in 1955, 
and ordinary and extraordinary ex- 
penditures 8 percent from the corre- 
sponding cumulative totals for 1954. 
As in 1954, ordinary receipts exceeded 
both ordinary and extraordinary ex- 
penditures. 

The 1956 budget, presented at the 
year end, called for estimated ordi- 
mary receipts totaling 5,886 million 
escudos—5 percent more than for 1955 
—and ordinary expenditures fixed at 
5,817 million—up 4.2 percent. Extra- 
ordinary expenditures will be 1,854 
million escudos, about 6 percent more 
than the 1955 total but slightly less 
than the 1954 figure. There were no 
major modifications in the budget’s 
structure, nor did individual approp- 
riations reveal striking changes. 


Crops Favorable 


Heavy rains in November and in 
mid-December caused damage in some 
farming areas, but fall and winter 
crops on the whole were favored by 

weather conditions. Shortages 
of farm workers were reported in 
some areas, but there was no serious 
interference with farming operations. 
The olive harvest began in the north 
in November, where the fruit matured 
some 2 weeks earlier than normally. 

In the south, where olive gather- 
ing began in October, the harvest ap- 
proached completion under satisfac- 
tory conditions. Olives were damaged 
by insects, and larger quantities than 
usual fell from the trees. Olive-oil 
production was estimated at 76,000 
metric tons. 

Pastures improved rapidly as a re- 
sult of heavy rainfall. The supply of 
beef and of dairy products was de- 
ficient in the Lisbon area following 
the prolonged summer drought, mak- 
ing it necessary to arrange for the 
import of 1,050 tons of Brazilian beef 
and some 300 tons of U. S. fresh 
butter. 


The depressed wine industry was 
aided by a smaller harvest of wine 
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grapes in 1955 and by increased ex- 
ports of common wines, stimulated in 
part by lower prices. The National 
Wine Board increased its stock of 
wines by two-thirds during the year 
as a price support measure. Port- 
wine exports were about the same as 
in 1954. 

Sardines in coastal waters were 
abundant in the north, but they have 
disappeared off southern Portugal. 
The value of the 1955 season’s catch 
is estimated at slightly below the 1954 
high total. The codfish catch was 
smaller. 


Conditions affecting the production 
of naval stores in 1955 were especially 
favorable, and stocks of turpentine 
and rosin for export were substantially 
larger than in the preceding year. Ex- 
ports of cotton textiles declined, but 
domestic demand increased in conti- 
nental Portugal. Prices rose, partly as 


—— 


a result of a deficiency in supplies of 
low-cost raw cotton from the oversea 
territories, requiring larger purchaseg 


in 1955 of raw cotton from other for- © 
eign sources, usually at higher prices, © 


Prices Rise 


There was a gradual rise in con- 
sumer prices following mid-year, in © 


part because of a greater than season. 
al shortage of vegetables and fruits 
aggravated by poor pasturage and 
livestock loss through disease, which 


led to reduced supplies of fresh beef, 


pork, and dairy products. The 
cholera epidemic in northern Portugal 
resulted in losses estimated at 17 mil- 
lion escudos. 


Work continued on foundations of . 


the Picote Dam on the Douro River, 
scheduled for completion in 1958, and 
on the smaller Paradela Dam. The 
first unit of the new Bouca hydfo- 
electric station was placed in opera- 
tion, on a test basis. Preliminary work 
was begun at an important substa- 
tion at Coimbra, which will be con- 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Chile Takes .. . 


(Continued from Page 4) 


Chile’s principal grain center, drought 
and late frosts caused another 5-per- 
cent drop in production; an estimated 
300,000-metric-ton wheat deficit is 
expected 

Imports of 30,000-40,000 tons of oil- 
seed will be required to supplement 
pelow-normal production. As usual, 
imports of about 240,000 tons of sugar 
are expected. © 


A slightly subnormal fruit crop is 
reported to be of superior quality, and 
substantial exports were made late in 
the quarter. Fruit exporters have been 
penefited by the new exchange regu- 
jations. The rice crop, about the same 
as the 1954-55 crop, shows a 10,000- 
metric-ton exportable surplus. 


The Government’s policy on price 
for the new wheat crop caused gen- 
eral dissatisfaction. Producers had 
peen asking for 3,600 pesos a quintal 
(100 kilograms), and Ministry of Agri- 
culture technicians had estimated a 
fair price at 3,200 pesos. The Govern- 
ment, however, set it at 2,750 pesos, 
precipitating the resignation of the 
Minister of Agriculture and two other 
Ministers. The Government’s decision 
was aimed at avoiding too great an 
increase in the cost of bread at a time 
of inflationary crisis. 


Farmers faced sharp restriction of 
agricultural credits, an anti-inflation- 
ary measure extending also to com- 
mercial and industrial credits. Many 
small farmers were affected at a time 
when credit was needed for sowing 
and land preparation. ;, 


Copper workers had for some time 
deplored the Government’s failure to 
implement a suitable workers’ statute 
as called for under article 22 of the 
Copper Law. The statute framed by 
the Government contained certain 
bonus provisions based upon 1955 pro- 
duction; union leaders set a December 
14 deadline for its promulgation, 
fearing to lose the bonuses if it were 
not effective by year’s end. 


When the indicated date came with- 
out its passage, the Anaconda and 
Kennecott properties were struck. 
Total shutdowns in effect the rest of 
the year resulted in losses of possibly 
25,000 tons of copper and substantial 
losses for both the companies’ and 
the Government’s foreign-exchange 
earnings. Emb., Santiago. 





Argentine grain exports in the first 
5 months of the 1955-56 fiscal year 
amounted to 2 million metric tons, 
compared with 3.2 million tons ex- 
ported in the like period of 1954-55, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

This decline of 37.1 percent is due 


to much lower exports of corn and 
oats. 
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Fair Helps Dominican Business — 


The opening of the International 
Fair for Peace and Brotherhood of 
the Free World in Ciudad Trujillo in 
December contributed greatly to the 
excellent business conditions that pre- 
vailed in the Dominican Republic dur- 
ing the month. 


About 25 foreign countries, including 
the United States, and numerous 
Dominican and foreign industrial and 
commercial establishments are par- 
ticipating. American goods predom- 
inate among the displays by local dis- 
tributors. From December 20 through 
January 16 some 265,000 paid admis- 
sions had been registered at the fair- 
grounds. It is expected that the fair, 
previously scheduled to close on Feb- 
ruary 27, will be prolonged into Au- 
gust, but no official annoncement has 
been made. 

The tourist trade, stimulated by the 
fair, increased sharply in December. 
Arrivals during the month numbered 
3,919, as compared with 2,416 in No- 
vember and 2,346 in December 1954. 
Tourist expenditures in December were 
estimated at $500,000, compared with 
$245,000 in the corresponding month 
of 1954. Arrivals for the year 1955 
amounted to 31,308, or 40 percent 
more than the 22,282 recorded in 1954. 

All hotels in Ciudad Trujillo on 
which construction was initiated in 
1955 are receiving guests. The num- 
ber of the city’s first-class accommo- 
dations have been more than quad- 
rupled in the past year. In addition 
to the new permanent hotels, a tem- 
porary building constructed as a hos- 
pital offers rooms to guests at ex- 
tremely moderate prices. 


Coffee Crop Large 

The seasonally active Christmas re- 
tail trade was stimulated by the pay- 
ment to workers of the obligatory 
Christmas bonus amounting to 1 
month’s salary for employees earning 
no more than $300 a month. The 
coffee crop moving to market at that 
time was larger than average and was 
selling at satisfactory prices. As was 
true for much of the year, the econ- 
omy was stimulated by heavy Gov- 
ernment expenditures in connection 
with the international fair. Business- 
men were optimistic that favorable 
conditions would continue, at least 
through January and February. 

Sugar-production quotas for the 
1956 grinding season were fixed in 
early January. Total Dominican pro- 
duction was set at 750,000 short tons 
or 11 percent more than the 675,754 
short tons originally established for 
the 1955 season. This amount was 
subdivided among local mills in ap- 
proximately the same proportion as 
last year, with the exception that the 
quota was substantially increased for 


one small Dominican-owned mill of 
which the capacity has been enlarged. 
The quotas are subject to modification 
during the season. 

Two new bridges were opened in De- 
cember, one over the Ozama River in 
Ciudad Trujillo and the other over 
nearby Haina River. They were con- 
structed by the American Bridge Co. 
at $5 million and $800,000, respecti 
Demolition of the old bridges will 
mit the improvement of facilities in 
the ports of Ciudad Trujillo .and 
re a, for which bids have been in- 
vited. 


Budget Passed 

The Dominican budget for 1956 has 
been passed by the Legislature and 
promulgated. It estimates govern- 
mental revenue of $122,730,000 or $14,- 
605,000 more than the 1955 estimate. 
Appropriations amount to $119,973,000, 
compared with $105,511,000 for 1955. 
The budget shows a surplus of $2,575,- 
000. According to official announce- 
ment, $32 million will be devoted to 
public works, including highways, 
farm roads, public buildings, and port 
improvements.—Emb., Ciudad Tru- 
jillo. 





Salvador Economy. . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


hotel to be built atop Cerro Verde 
overlooking the famous active vol- 
cano Izalco. Construction of a US$1.2- 
million resort hotel on the outskirts 
of San Salvador was scheduled to be- 
gin in January. 

Lineas Aereas Costaricenses, S. A. 
started passenger and freight service 
to El Salvador on December 15, with 
three weekly flights in each direction 
between San Jose, Costa Rica, and 
Mexico City. Initiation of this service 
brings to six the number of interna- 
tional air carriers operating into El 
Salvador. 


At the end of November, total gold 
and foreign-exchange reserves of the 
Central Bank, commercial banks, and 
the Compania Salvadorena de Cafe 
stood at US$39,756,000, compared with 
US$36,296,000 on November 30, 1954.— 
Emb., San Salvador. 





Pan American World Airways is 
reported to be planning to resume 
twice-weekly flights between New 
York and Roberts Field, Liberia, be- 
ginning in April. 

The second flight, according to a 
PAA representative, is to be a turn- 
around flight, originating in New York 
and returning there as soon as it has 
discharged its passengers and cargo 
and picked up northbound traffic. The 
one flight presently scheduled origi- 
nates in New York and terminates in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





The following tabulation of import 
and exchange permit requirements in 
foreign countries, prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce as an 
aid to exporters, has been revised as 
of January 1, 1956. 

These regulations apply primarily to 
goods of U. S. origin and to other 
goods payable in U. S. dollars. 

Many countries do not permit for- 
eign goods to be imported unless they 


are covered by import licenses, which 
must be obtained by the importer. In 
some cases the import license must 
be granted before the order for goods 
is placed. In various countries the 
importer also is required to obtain an 
exchange permit before payment for 
the import may be made. 


U. S. exporters therefore are advised 
to make certain before shipping that 
the foreign importer has obtained the 


Summary of Foreign Control Regulations Applying 
To Imports From the United States . 


required permit. Exporters should in- 
sist on being informed as to the 
identifying number or symbol of the 
permit. 

More detailed information on licens- 
ing and exchange controls may be 
obtained from the Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. Pub- 
lications covering licensing and ex- 
change controls of individual coun- 
tries also are available from the Field 
Offices at a nominal charge. 





Country 


Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 





Anglo-Egyptian Sudan ............eeeseeneees 
Arabian Peninsula areas: 
Saudi Arabia 


Aden, Bahrein, Qatar, Trucial Oman 
Kuwait, Muscat and Oman, Yemen 
Argentina 


Tere e eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 


Austria 


Tete ee eee ee eee eee eee) 


TPT e PPE eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


CESS SSeS S ES EHSEHHESE SEH SESE SEHHHSESFESTHF OHS 


Canada 


eee ee OEE EH EHH HE HHH OH EHH HEHE HEHEHE 


Czechoslovakia 


Denmark 


Dominican Republic 


Ecuador 


Egypt 
See footnote at end of tabie. 





No; but a declaration or customs 
permit must be obtained from Afghan 
border officials or trade agents abroad. 


ME st hdenenheeewokesch tend detpcendedse ceetases 
No; except for International Wheat 
Agreement (IWA) shipments. 

EN We bid wee ddn 66 + 6eb46 bbs be ees cvcduse¥er 
Pn: andenese Gubehd be ocligdeatnddesindss 44 ceebntns 


No; except for certain products subject 
to import quota. 


Yes, for most commodities .................-. 

Yes, but automatically granted for most 
commodities. 

Yes; combination import license and ex- 
change authorization is required for all 
imports except shipments valued at 
$100 or less, provided goods are not 
intended for resale. 

Yes; copy of permit or its number must 
be given to consul to obtain legaliza- 
tion of documents. 

Yes 


No; except for a few commodities ........... 

Yes; either a general license for com- 
modities under open general license, or 
an individual license for other com- 
modities. 

Yes; must be obtained prior to ship- 
ment of goods and copy must be sent 
to exporter. Many items considered 
nonessential are prohibited importa- 
tion. 

All imports require prior import licenses, 
“Import registration certificates,” 
which are issued without quota upon 
payment of a stamp tax. In addition, 
certain food products, and chemical 
and pharmaceutical products require 
permits from the appropriate Govern- 
ment Ministries. Many items consid- 
ered nonessential are prohibited im- 
portation. 

BD SE PeR eh Conee cdecodecetéenedet cdbecsbwouwseos 


No; except for wheat and wheat flour, 
rice, tires and tubes, red and pink 
beans, potatoes, condensed milk, and 
butter. 

NL Us bine chub babs ed seN iets s0cdn tases 6 ensa'ene 

Yes; but no license required for dollar 
goods on extensive gemeral free list. 


No, except for wheat and wheat flour, 
rice, fertilizers, radio transmission ap- 
paratus. 


Yes; one copy must be presented to 
obtain consular legalization of pre- 
scribed documents. Many items con- 
sidered nonessential are prohibited im- 
portation. 

Yes; unlicensed imports are subject to 
confiscation. 


(Continued on Page: 12) 








No; but permission to remit foreign exchange 
to exporters abroad must be obtained from 
— Government Bank. 
es. 


No; except for IWA shipments. 


Yes. 

No. 

Yes, for goods contained in lists of imports 
granted official rate of exchange. No, for 
goods contained in free-market lists. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 

¥ exchange. 
es. 


| No separate permit required. 





Yes. 


No: itmport license authorizes purchase of 
exchange but is not a guaranty that ex- 
change will be granted. 

No; exchange for most imports is 
auction. 

Yes; import license generally assures release 
of foreign exchange. 

Import license automatically assures foreign 
exchange. 

Yes. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 


sold at 


No. 

Yes. 

Yes; in form of notation on import license, 

Payment for imports require exchange - 
istration (registro), which is no 


granted upon submission of the 
registration and evidence (customs mani- 


fests) that the goods have entered the 
country. ; 


import 


Yes, for imports with official exchange. No 
permit required for imports with free- 
— exchange. 

oO. 


Import license automatically provides for al- 
location of necessary foreign exchange. 

Yes; copy of license or importer’s declaration 
with customs certification of importation 
takes place of exchange license. 

No; but all applications for foreign exchange 
require Government approval, which is 
granted automatically for bona fide com- 
mercial transactions. 

No; import license carries the right to for- 
eign exchange. 


Yes. 
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Pakistan Expands List 
(f Importable Goods 


Among the items that have been 
placed on Pakistan’s list of goods that 
may be imported in the January-June 
1956 shipping period under that coun- 
try’s import policy are: Electric cable 
and wire, wireless reception instru- 
ments, domestic refrigerators, domes- 
tic sewing machines, painters’ pig- 
ments and materials, condensed and 
preserved milk, fountain pens, and 
eanned or bottled fruit. 

All 205 items appearing in this list 
may be imported from any country, 
put import licenses designating coun- 
try of origin will be required for cer- 
tain items subject to single-country 
licensing under trade agreements. 
Import of 39 of these items is specifi- 
cally restricted to industrial consum- 
ers (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 
$, 1955, p. 11). 

A new feature of Pakistan’s Janu- 
ary-June import policy is that licenses 
will be valid for 6 months from date 
of issuance. In the past import licen- 
es expired at the end of the shipping 
period unless revalidated, and because 
of delays in issuance were frequently 
valid for only 2 or 3 months, which 
made it difficult for many importers 
to utilize their licenses. 

Further details of the new policy 
may be obtained from the Far Eastern 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.—Emb., 
Karachi. 





Germany To Lower Sugar Tax, 


Raise Levy on Sweetmeats 


A bill to reduce the West German 
sugar tax to 10.50 marks, or US$2.50, 
per 100 kilograms from the present 
rate of 26.5 marks, or $6.30, has been 
approved’ by the Federal Republic 
Cabinet. 

This tax reduction would cause a 
loss of approximately 240 million 
marks, or $57 million, annually in Fed- 
eral tax revenues. 

The bill therefore provides for a 
special levy on domestic and imported 
sweetmeats and chocolate, which is 
expected to yield 30 million to 40 mil- 
lion marks, the equivalent of $7 mil- 
lion to $9.5 million, annually. 

A draft bill which has been under 
consideration would have eliminated 
the excise taxes on sugar completely, 
but discussion was dropped when the 
point was raised that the German 
Government had pledged revenues 
from the sugar tax as partial col- 
lateral against the prewar Dawes 
loan. Inasmuch as/the Federal Gov- 
ernment has recognized this pledge, 
the sugar tax could not be completely 
eliminated without consulting the 
loan trustees ——Emb., Bonn. 


February 13, 1956 


German Republic Lowers Import 
Duties on Long List of Goods 


The Federal German Parliament, in an effort to reduce prices ‘of 
various items that have tended to rise during the 


German 
nomic boom, has temporarily lowered duties on 120 categories of the 


German tariff. 


Mainly affected are construction materials and supplies, agricultural 


machinery and implements, and some 
agricultural products. 

German authorities believe that 
prices on these items will fall between 
December 10, 1955, the date on which 
the reductions became effective, and 
June 30, 1956, when they will expire. 


The lower rates, however, may con- . 


tinue for some items after that date in 
the form of tariff reductions which 
may be granted within the framework 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade at the current Geneva con- 
ferences, 

Of the 120 German tariff positions 
on which duties are lowered 18 are in 
the agricultural sector and 102 in the 
industrial. The entire group covers 
about 5 percent of total Federal Ger- 
man imports, and the loss in revenue 
to the Government from the tempo- 
rary duty reductions is estimated at 6 
million German marks, or US$l,- 
430,000. 


Items Listed 
The following list gives the tariff 
description of items affected; their 
present temporary rates, in percent 
ad valorem; and normal rates, shown 
in parentheses. 


An asterisk following the tariff 
number indicates that an individual 
license is required for import of that 
item. 


An “ex” preceding the number 
means that the following description 
does not cover all items appearing un- 
der that number in the tariff schedule. 

Many of the items listed already 
had benefited from previous tempo- 
rary duty reduction, which were 
scheduled to expire on March 31, 1956 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, 1955, May 
9, p. 7, and May 16, p. 7). The former 
temporarily reduced rates for these 





Tariff List Appears 


In Two Parts 


The list here presented in- 
cludes approximately half of the 
120 items of the German Re- 
public tariff schedule on which 
duties have been temporarily 
lowered. 

The remainder of the items 
will appear in the February 20 
issue of Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. 
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items, preceded by a “T”’, follow the 
normal rates. 


Ex 0201. Hog livers, 5 (7-10); cattle livers, 
5 (15); other hog and cattle entrails and edible 
offals, 10 (15 or 20). 

0202.* Poultry, 
edible offals from pouty, except liver, fresh, 
chilled, or j 

aki Fo , including v4 fowl, fresh, 
o 
chilled. or or ceuehy 10 (20). 


Ex 0301.* Bebe ester Se Se or Gvided 
into ions, except sing. 
rose Ger halibut, Neuen 


10 (18) warlie, 3. 5 p(ib-20) aot we artichoke, 5 ACOH 


ump of a 
vegetables, 10 *30): y thukerw as, 25 (Oy 

0703.* Vegetables and other kitchen herbs 
in brine with other substances for weed 
preservation: Olives, 5 a yi capers, 6 Ges 


tomatoes, 8 (15); onions, 8 (15); cucumbers of 
all kinds, 10 (20); other, 10 (26). 


Ex 0704.* Mixtures, sod Julienne, of vege- 
tables and other wit herbs, dehydrated, 


0801.* ‘Tropical fruits, fresh. 


4); Brazil nuts and 
similar nuts, free (10); pineapples, free (20); 
fresh, unpeeled free (10); other, ~ (10). 

Ex 0802.* Citrus fruits, fresh dried: 
Oranges, bitter, 5 (10); ptepefrait. 5 (10); 
candied fruit peel, 5 (10). 

0803.* - Figs, fresh, Bred dried, free (5). 
Nuts not 


free (10); dried, free (5); Sencha — ( 
walnuts, 3 (8); chestnuts, edible, free (8): 
pistachio and other nuts, free (5). 


Ex 0810.* Fruit pulp for industrial prod- 
essing under customs bond, 5 (10). 

Ex 0812.* Fruit, also cut, sliced, dried, 
n. s. p. f., including pulp, dried, uncooked or 
sweetened: Apples and pears, 5 (10); apricots, 3 
(8); peaches and nectarines, 3 (8); cranberries 
and blueberries, 5 (10); other, not including 
plums, 5 (10). 

Ex 1504. Cod liver oil, raw, free (5). 

1513.* Margarine, shortening, and other 
prepared edible fats n. s. p. f., 25 (30). 

Ex 1603.* Meat extract, also 
tainers of a gross 
kilograms, free (30). 


salted, in con- 
weight from 2.5 to 25 


Ex 1604.* Sprats eee sprattus) in air- 
tight containers, 14 (15) 

Ex 2005.* Plum jam, cooked without sugar, 
for industrial processing under customs bond, 
20 (35). 

Ex 2508. Chalk, 
washed, 2.5 (5). 

2522. Calcinated lime, also ground or slakéd; 
hydraulic lime, not including pure lime, 2.5 
(5). 

2523. Cement, also colored, 2.5 (5). 

2703. Peat, 7.5 (15). 

Ex 2865. Copper sulfate, 5 (10). 

Ex 2871. Dicalcium phosphate, 15 (30). 

2872. Arsenates, 5 (15, T10). 

3102.* Mineral and chemical nitrogenous 
fertilizers, 10 (20). 

Ex 3103.* Mineral and chemical phosphoric 
fertilizers: Natural calcium phosphate, includ- 
ing apatite and phosphated chalks, ground, 
but excluding until March 31, 1956, unpacked 
natural calcium phosphated, 2.5 (5); basic 
slags, ground, 2.5 (5); calclum phosphates 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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Germany Further Eases 
Foreign Transactions 


Restrictions on capital transactions 
between German and foreign na- 
tionals have been further relaxed, in 
accordance with three announcements 
of the Bank deutscher Laender, the 
central bank of the Federal Republic 
‘of Germany. 

Residents of the Republic now may 
repay capital liabilities denominated 
in German currency to foreigners by 
direct transfer abroad; by transfer to 
liberalized capital accounts in the Re- 
public; or by transfer to either limited 
convertible (Beko-Mark) or freely 
convertible German accounts, de- 
pending on the nationality of the 
creditor. 


Liabilities originating from trade or 
service transactions or claims that 
must be paid in currencies other than 
German marks are not affected by the 
new measure. 


Before these methods of transfer 
were authorized, by general license No. 
18/49, published as announcement No. 
6054/55, capital earnings such as in- 
terest and dividends could be trans- 
ferred abroad only after approval of 
an individual license application, and 
other capital liabilities denominated 
in German marks could be transfer- 
red only to liberalized capital ac- 
counts, use of which is limited (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 26, 1955, 
p. 9). " 


Security Trading Broadened 

The selling and purchasing of se- 
curities listed on an exchange in the 
Federal Republic or in Western Ber- 
lin and owned by foreigners is au- 
thorized if the transaction is based 
on official stock exehange quotations. 
Securities may be traded outside stock 
exchange hours but must be based 
on the last official quotations. 

This authorization, issued under 
general license No. 44/50 and pub- 
lished as announcement No. 6055/55, 
also provides that earnings from sale 
of such securities may be transferred 
directly abroad. Formerly such earn- 
ings had to be transferred to liberal- 
ized capital or limited convertible 
accounts. Transfer to such accounts 
is now optional. 

Procedures to be followed by for- 
eigners trading in German securities 
are further simplified in that free 
transmittal by mail is authorized for 
any securities from abroad to German 
banking institutions or the Federal 
German Agency for Administration of 
Debts. This authorization, general 
license No. 61/51 issued as announce- 
ment No. 6056/55, removes various re- 
strictions previously imposed.—Emb., 
Bonn. 








Canada Changes Date 


For New Invoices 


The effective date for use of 
revised Canadian commercial in- 
voice forms M-A and N-A has 
been advanced to July 1, 1956, as 
announced by the Canadian De- 
partment of National Revenue. 

Originally the new forms were 
to come into use on January 1, 
and the date was later changed 
to April 1. The effect of the 
latest order is to permit the use 
of forms previously prescribed 
until July 1. 











Shipping Error Fines 
Lowered by Guatemala 


Guatemala has, by a resolution of 
December 29, 1955, reduced some of 
its fines for errors in import shipping 
documents. 

This measure, taken and designed 
to stimulate removal of merchandise 
from customs warehouses, is valid 
from January 1 to December 31, 1956. 

Incorrectly prepared certificates of 
origin, commercial invoices, and bills 
of lading will be accepted as valid sub- 
ject to the following conditions: 

eGoods not accompanied by a cer- 
tifigate of origin will be subject to a 
surcharge of 100 percent of applicable 
customs duties. 

This regulation makes no reduction 
in the penalty. 

eGoods covered by a certificate of 
origin not showing country of origin 
or not having the signature of the 
appropriate consul or of a chamber of 
commerce Official will pay the usual 
fine of 100 percent of applicable cus- 
toms duties if they originate in a 
country subject to differential duties 
in Guatemala (United States not in- 
cluded). Such goods originating in 
other countries will receive a reduc- 
tion of 90 percent of the fine. 

eGoods not covered by a commer- 
cial invoice or a bill of lading will be 
subject to a fine of 10 percent of 
applicable customs duties. 

This rule also makes no reduction 
in the penalty. 

eGoods accompanied by shipping 
documents containing errors other 
than those here indicated will be sub- 
ject to a fine of 1 percent of appli- 
cable customs duties. 


This fine is a reduction from the 
fine of about 10 percent generally as- 
sessed for such errors.—El Guatemal- 
teco, December 31, 1955. 





Australia’s wheat harvest for 1955- 
56 is forecast at 188.6 million bushels, 
11.9 percent over the previous harvest, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


German Republic . . . 


(Continued from Page 9) 


a phosphates) and thermophosphates, . 
). : 

Ex 3104. Mineral and chemical potassium 
fertilizers, not including charred slop (Schlem- 
pekohle), 5 (15, T10). 

3105.* Mixed fertilizer and other fertilizers 
of all kinds in form of lamina, pastilles, or 
similarily put up or packaged with a gross 
weight not exceeding 10 kilograms, 10 (20). 

Ex 3208. Pigments n. s. p. f. and mixtures 
thereof, mixed with extenders or colored with 
coal-tar dyes: Lithopone and other pigments 
with zinc sulfide base, 6 (12); titanum oxide 
pigments, 4 (8); other pigments n. s. p. f., not 
including molybdenum red and ground iron 
mica, 10 (20); molybdenum red, 7.5 (20, T15): 
iron mica, ground, 2.5 (5). 

3209. Lake colors, 7.5 (20, T25). 


Ex 3212.* Prepared colors and paints, lake, 
not put up for retail sale, including extended 
diluted pigments, excluging pearl essence, 12.5 
(25). 

Ex 3214. Other prepared colors and paints, 
lake and dyestuffs, put up for retail sale, 12.5 
(25). 

3216.* Putty n. s. p. f., including resin putty 
and resin cement, 2 (4). 

Ex 3502.* Egg albumin, crystallized, 5 (10). 

Ex 3815. Disinfectives, insecticides, ‘ anti- 
septicides, weedkillers, fungicides, and similar 
products n. s. p. f., not including agricultural 
insecticides with base of sulfur, copper alloys, 
or Organic mercury compounds, 7.5 (15); agri- 
cultural insecticides with base of sulfur, cop- 
per alloys, or organic mercury compounds, 5 
(10). 

Ex 3826. Protection materials for buildings 
and flameproof materials, 10 (30, T20). 

Ex 4011.* High profiled tires for farm trac- 
tors with a weight of from 2 to 70 kilograms, 
12.5 (30, T25). 

4407. Wooden paving blocks, 1.5 (15, T3). 


Ex 4409. Staves and other barrel wood, semi- 
finished, of other than oak wood, 12 (22, T20). 

Ex 4410. Vine prop, split; posts and poles, 
pointed but not sawn in longitudinal direction, 
6 (12). 

4417. Lumber and timber, planed, tongued, 
spring-filled, grooved, or beveled n. s. p. f.: 
Coniferous, 6 (12); other, 6 (15, T12). 

4418.* Strips, friezes, and panels for inlaid 
floors, 10 (25, T20). 

4427.* Barrels, vats, tubs, buckets, and other 
cooper’s articles, etc., 12.5 (25). 

4428.* Builders joiners and carpenters ar- 
ticles, also in parts in connection with mate- 
rials other than wood: Sheds, barracks, timber 
houses, and similar portable constructions of 
wood, complete or in essential parts, 12.5 (25); 
doors and windows separately reported for cus- 
toms clearance, 12.5 (25); venetian blinds 
separately reported for customs clearance, 5 
(10); other, 5 (10). 

4430.* Tools, tool frames, and tool handles 
of wood, also turned, brush frames: Planing 
tool kits, 7.5 (15); other, 10 (20). 

Ex 4808.* Paper and paperboard, coated or 
impregnated n. s. p. f.: With tar, bitumen, or 
asphalt, also enforced with metal sheets or 
textile yarns, nettings, or webs, also coated 
with sand, pulverized mica or powdered cork, 
7.5 (15); other, 10 (22, T20). 

Ex 4811.* Building board of wood, pulp, of 
fiber other than vegetable fiber from wood or 
paperboard, also prepared with natural oF 
artificial resins or similar binding agents, 
6 (12). 

4812.° Wallpaper, including borders and 
friezes, 10 (20). 

4814.* Floor coverings with paper or paper- 
board base, also cut, 6 (25, T12). 

5917.* Linoleum and similar floor covering 
on textile base, also cut, 6 (25, T12). 

Ex 6603.* Whip handles, 8 (16). 

6802. Manufactures of monumental or build- 
ing stone, except slate, or steatite, not includ- 
ing manufactures from paving stones, etc. 
(under tariff No. 6801), 5 or 10 (10-25, T20). 

Ex 6804. Millstones, grindstones, grinding 
disks, etc., for crushing, shredding, grinding, 
polishing, cutting, or similar purposes, of nat- 
ural stone, 2.5 (5). 

Ex 6807. Heat-, cold-, and sound-resisting 
materials and articles thereof, 2.5 (5). 

6809. Panels, floors, boards, blocks, and simi- 
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lar manufactures from wood fibers, splinters, 
waste, vegetable fibers or ett with cement 
or similar binding agents, 4 (12, T8). 

Ex 6810.* Boards, sheets, floors, panels, and 
similar articles, not decorated or ornamented, 
of gypsum or mixtures-of-gypsum base, 4 (8). 

6811. Manufactures of cement, concrete, or 
artificial stone, also reinforced concrete, n. 8. 
p. f.. 5 (12, T10). 

6812. Manufactures of asbestos cement, cel- 
lulose cement, or other fiber cement, 12.5 or 2.5 
(35, T25, or 5). 

Ex 6816. Manufactures from lime sandstone, 
§ (20, T10). 

6901. Heat insulating bricks, slabs, and 
other parts of kieselguhr or similar diatoma- 
teous earths, 2.5 (5). 

69.04. Bricks: Of clay, 3 (6); of clinker, 
acid-resistant stones, and other, 5 (12, T10). 

6905. Tile, architectural ornaménts such as 
cornices and friezes, and other building cera- 
mics: Title, 3 (6); other, 5 (12, T10). 

6906. Pipes, fittings, and other parts for 
sewerage and similar purposes: Of clay, 3 
(6); of stoneware, 5 (12, T10). 

6907.* Floor and wall tiles, 
clay, 5 (12, T10); other, 6 (12). 

6908.* Floor and wall tiles, glazed: Of clay. 
§ (12, T10); of ceramics and fine earths, 7.5 
(15); other, 6 (12). 

Ex 6909. Vats, tubs, and similar articles 
used for agricultural purposes, 5 (12, T10). 

6910.* Installations for sanitary and hygi- 
enic purposes, such as sinks, washbasins, 
bidets, bathtubs, 


unglazed: Of 


9 (20, T18). 





Dominicans Raise General 


Surcharge; Gas, Oil Taxes 


The Dominican general surcharge 
on the amount of most taxes, estab- 
lished at 3 percent by a law of Feb- 
ruary 11, 1955, has been raised to 5 
percent. 


This raise will apply to the same 
taxes as did the 3-percent surcharge, 
that is, customs duties and other im- 
port taxes and most internal taxes 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 25, 
1955, p. 10). 


The: tax on gasoline has been raised 
by 3 cents a gallon, and the tax on 
kerosene, diesel oil, and fuel by 1 cent 
a gallon. 


These changes in taxes and sur- 


charges were put into effect by a law 
of October 7, 1955. 





French Import Duties on 
Specified Dyes Suspended 


The French import duty of 20 per- 
cent ad valorem on certain dyes used 
by the French textile industry have 
been suspended until December 31, 
1956. 


The following dyes are included in 
the duty suspension, put into effect by 
a decree published in the Journal Of- 
ficiel of January 20: 


Aniline dyes, French tariff number 32 5 
C; dyes derived from stilbene, No. 32-05 
dyes derived from quinone-imines, No. 32- 
05 H; dyes derived from xanthene, No. 32-05 
I; phtalocyanines and their metallic com- 
pounds, including derivatives, No. 32-05 J; 
dyes derived from acridine and quinoline, 
No. 32-05 K; dyes dertved from di- and 
tri-phenylmethane, No. 32-05 L; oxyquinonic 
and oo dyes other than vat dyes, 
No. 32-05 sulfonic dyes derived from 
indigo, No. 32-05 N; 
dyes, No. 32-05 O 


February 13, 1956 


and other vat tinged 


India Maintains Liberal Import Policy, 
Provides for Industrial Requirements 


The Indian import policy for the 
licensing period January-June 1956 
continues the liberal trend of the past 
2 years. 

The new policy is based on an im- 
port budget of 3,600 million rupees, 
compared with the 3,200-million-rupee 
budget for the July-December 1955 
licensing period (1 rupee=about US 
$0.21). An additional sum of 350 mil- 
lion rupees may be added to the new 
budget if savings on food-grain im- 
ports are as much as expected. 

The country’s rising agricultural 
and industrial production has made it 
possible to provide more foreign ex- 
change for import of machinery and 
industrial raw materials. Special pro- 
vision is made for the requirements 
of small-scale industries, the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry stated, and 
import quotas are increased for a 
number of small tools, such as mill- 
ing and gear cutters, reamers, twist 
drills, and carbide tipped drills. 

On the basis of an estimated’ in- 
crease in domestic production, import 
quotas are reduced on such items as 
buttons; pruning knives; miscellan- 
eous hardware; wire mesh; wire net- 
ting; textile preservatives; textile 
finishing tools; coal-tar dyes; chemi- 
cals, drugs, and medicines; and fluor- 
escent tubes. 


Essentials Provided For 


The increasing requirements of in- 
dustrial establishments and private 
consumers for essential commodities 
also are taken into consideration. 
Facilities are provided for increased 
imports of such commodities as card 
cans, packing and wrapping paper, 
and mutton tallow. Import of 3- to 
10-horsepower electric motors for 





Germany May Expand 
Open Dollar List 


The Federal Republic of Ger- 
many is expected to expand its 
dollar liberalization list not later 
than May. 

In the meantime a number of 
items Mot yet included in the 
dollar liberalization list will be 
made subject to open import 
tenders. 

As an initial step in imple- 
menting this procedure begin- 
ning January 24 import of 
canned pineapple from dollar 
area countries, Ecuador, and 
Colombia are to be licensed 
freely until the value of such 
imports reach an unannounced 
limitation or until December 31, 
1956, whichever is sooner. 











agricultural use also is to be per- 


mitted. 
Although some consumer goods, 


such as powdered milk, manufactured 


tobacco, cigars, apparel, and hosiery;~ 


are removed from the list of 
modities for which liberal 

were granted, generous provision is 
made for their import under quota. 

For the benefit of established im- 
porters, the period used for estimat- 
ing import quotas on the basis of 
past imports is extended to the fiscal 
year 1954-55 for 135 items. These in- 
clude woolen fabrics, domestic re- 
frigerators, sanitary ware, old news- 
papers, and automotive parts. 

Caustic soda, sodium bicarbonate, 
and raw rubber are added to the list 
of items that may be imported only 
through importer-distributors ap- 
pointed by the Government. A similar 
procedure already is in force for im- 
port of raw silk \and soda ash. 

The licensing policy for imiport from 
the dollar area in the July-December 
‘1955 period has been continued gen- 
erally for January-June 1956. A few 
soft-currency-area licenses may be 
validated to permit import of quality 
goods from dollar areas at competitive 
prices. Principal items included in this 
category are paperboard, milk foods, 
electrodes, and diesel engines of more 
than 30 horsepower. 

Import of flower seed is added to 
the dollar-area, open general license, 
and import of woolen noils to the 
soft-currency-area open general li- 
cense. 





Nicaragua Lowers Duties 


On Cigars and Cigarettes 
Nicaraguan import duties on cigars 
and cigarettes have been lowered, by 
decree No. 24 effective on January 6. 
Import tariff items affected by this 
reduction; their new duties; and for- 
mer duties, shown in parentheses, are 
the following: 
122-01-00, Cigars, 


$2 a gross 
ay - = on (50 percent) ad valorem 


122-02-00, Cigarettes, $3.50 a 
($5) plus 50 percent (50 percen' 


Ireland Restores oe 

The Irish Government has restored 
in an amended form and at an 
amended rate its customs duty on 
cellulose varnishes, cellulose lacquers, 
and other preparations, in liquid or 
paste form, based on cellulose nitrate 
or other cellulose derivatives in solv- 
ents or diluents. 


These items are now: subject, effec- 
tive January 4, to the full duty rate of 
75 percent ad valorem and to the 
preferential rate of 50 percent ad 
valorem for United Kingdom and 
Canada. 
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Summary of... 
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Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 








French oversea territories, not elsewhere 
specified, except French Somaliland. 

Prench Somaliland ..............scssseceeeeees 

Germany, Federal Republic, including 
Western Berlin. 


Germany, Soviet-Occupied Zone ............ 


Greece 


eee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 2 


eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee eee 


SPE. Sh eb tie bade obs ceeWeescoccsWewedsees 


TADS cece cece cece cee enceeceeeeasereeareeeres 


Spanish Zone ........- bo olblngcbhent bg sctsabeh 


SE MENGE og ook b cd cecctbecbbeesdd*secccedccve 








IG  diitinten dams ax ots habe hthe Rina tk te Ok oaks odes No. 
SF eS PUee ces eR hs win doccccccadeh sete ti ewe Yes. 
Yes 


ee ee ee 


ee 


Yes; also procurement authorization 
= for items on dollar import free 
st. 
Yes; government monopolies for for- 
eign trade are the only importers. 
No; except for certain machinery and a 
few luxury items. 


No; except for wheat and wheat flour, 
strong boxes, and certain safety vault 
doors. 

No; except for wheat quota imports and 
tobacco products. 

DD invidbits Pie oeaed hGhe tec oGnee otro c.cedam ec 

ae ee ee a ee ae 

Yes; for dutiable, strategic, or short- 
supply goods. 

Wn: Eb aeloee 86.600 be 64 we pe bEdka dedecedes 

Yes; except for items on “special con- 
ditional free list” and a limited num- 
ber of staples. 

Yes; either a general license for com- 
modities under open general license, or 
an individual license for other com- 
modities. 

ads: calves we tatach deh oe sandawhadke uieekes és 

Yes; but only to release goods from Cus- 
toms; prospective imports must come 
within annual or supplemental quotas. 

Yes; goods exported from a foreign 
country before license is obtained are 
confiscated. 

For a few products only 

Yes 


Yes; from Italian Exchange Office except 
for list A goods—mostly industrial raw 
materials, which require only bank 
“benestare.” 


TE (sb dea se ehinn sine 6 wenn be ace 6 44cbtebee the tue 

No; except for arms, ammunition, used 
clothing, pharmaceuticals, and rice. 

EE Lai ceed yeteeed 60d wide tddtes eK ces eets 

Yes; only certain items may be imported 
directly from hard-currency sources. 
Licenses to import nonsterling area 
goods via Hong Kong are issued pro- 
vided certain exchange regulations are 
observed. 

Yes, for an extensive list of articles ......... 

Yes, with exception of goods imported 
“sans devise,” i.e., shipments financed 
by importer with his own funds held 
abroad. A temporary import-quota 
system requiring special permits for 
imports of used clothing, certain tex- 
tiles, and electric cable and wire, 
established in March 1955, covers all 
such imports regardless of means of 
financing or country of origin and in- 

ss imports “sans devise.” 
es 


Ey Si Se, eee en a eee | 

Yes, but automatically granted for most 
commodities. 

oe except for certain luxury items 
es 


eee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee 2 ee ee a 








No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 

No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No. 

Yes; import and payments license combined 
in one document. 


Yes. 


No; but applications for foreign exchange 
must be approved by the authorities, who 
determine whether imports will be financed 
by procurement authorizations of the In- 
ternational Cooperation Administration or 


by dollar resources of the Bank of Greece, 
No. 


No. 


Yes. 

No. 

No; except for few transactions finahced at 
official rate of exchange. ~ 

Yes. 

Yes; except for “special conditional free list” 
imports. 


Yes; however, foreign exchange is autonmia#- 
cally released upon presentation of valida 
import license to exchange bank. 


No separate permit required; combined import 
license-foreign exchange permit necessary. 
Yes. 


Yes; permits are obtained through licensed 
dealers. 


Yes. 

Yes; import license usually carries right to 
foreign exchange 

No separate permit required. 


Some commodities, announced by Japanese 
Government from time to time, require al- 
location cértificate; for others, import Il- 
cense carries right to foreign exchange. 

Application for import license must be ac- 
companied by certificate from Bank of 
Korea stating that applicant has sufficient 
foreign exchange cover on deposit. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No. 

No. 


Yes; issued automatically if import licenses 
have been issued. 

Yes; for direct imports. For imports from 
hard-currency areas via Hong Kong, no 
permit is necessary but payment must be 
made in a sterling-area currency and ship- 
ment effected on a bill of lading issued in 
Hong Kong. 

No. 


Yes; except for goods imported “sans devise.” 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 


No. 
No separate permit required. 


Yes. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No; import permit authorizes purchase of 
exchange. 

No; foreign exchange is automatically made 
available in currency specified in import 
license. 

Yes; however, foreign exchange is automat- 
ically released upon presentation of vali- 
dated import license to exchange bank. 
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Country Is import license necessary? Is exchange permit required? 
PEED. in vvinevcdinccecabes deeb odbbdets sth epapes No; except for tomato paste, tanned No. ; 
cattle hides, wheat flour, baby chicks, ' 
hatching eggs; a few items, however, a 
are subject to quota restrictions. 
OE Oe See ee ID" bihow' s'e bowen 644.0 a6 tie Cy £4 Cand ashe RAs aan Yes. 
MEAS COR Sc Sandee fos dochsductoged save tat eames No; except for plants, roots, seeds, cut- No. 
tings, animals, medicinal cigarettes, 
explosives, firearms and other weapons, 
alcoholic beverages, salt, tobacco, and ; 
entree nepubticof oc gman and pharmaceutical products. No. permst: ough: wndhenet een le 
ppines, RTE OE 65 ik dc oibn't's (he bees D cee canwe qhecpubeneses che thes deus etbiatienesey ; ef 
located to im meng each 


Poland .. 
Portugal, including the Azores and Madeira 
Portuguese Colonies ......cccccscccccsccveeees 
BEER, co ccc cede cece dee viancene tiseeetércbe cies 
Singapore 


Spain, including the Canary Islands 


Spanish Colonies 


SE «S06 «0005.0 4asbbd owen ts eselsUnckdatiieens 


Pn vb aude ced 0 c00be aade bees 0kn reset ia 


Switzerland 


Syria - 
Taiwan (Formosa) 
Thailand 


SD .- Swine cudegbele stud Cashes ceeded l aw iebaced ewes 
Union of South Africa, including South- 
west Africa, Basutoland, Bechuana- 
land, and Swaziland 


Unitéd Kingdom 


ET on cd cbaccceccnnycbectepouteons®lectene 


Venezuela 


Viet-Nam 


Yugoslavia 








Yes; only certain items may be imported 
directly from hard-currency sources. 
Licenses to import nonsterling area 
goods via Hong Kong are issued pro- 
vided certain exchange regulations are 

Yea: Impsted.} ty to esse 
es; lim argely to ntial raw ma- 

Tn ™ 
es 


eee ee ee ee ee as 


No, for most goods imported from U. §8.; 
import license still required for such 
commodities as automobiles, coal, and 
certain agricultural products. 


Import licenses required for certain agri- 
cultural products, various industrial 
raw materials, and some types of ve- 
hicles and machinery. Also, spevial 
import authorizations must be ob- 
tained for most animals and fowl, 


shellfish, and bees, beeswax, and 
honeycomb. 
Yes; for hard-currency imports. .............. 


BOB . 2b vccdondsaced 6s 04. Jwadweh adi bs bebe bison 

No; except for 23 categories of specified 
goods. 

Yes 


eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee 


Yes, for most ¢ . Import licenses 
are issued to importers on basis of 
periodic exchange quotas established 
by Government. Special licensing re- 
strictions apply to certain nonessential 
items; recent trend has been towards 
liberalization of such restrictions and 
outright decontrol of certain short- 
supply or essential items. 

Yes; except some foodstuffs, raw mate- 

me. cae fertilizers, etc. 
es 


Yes; importing Government agencies are 


responsible for securing own rmit. 
No; except for approximately 25 tariff 
items. 
Yes 


eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee 


No; individual import license abolished 
July 1, 1952; since that time only li- 
censed import firms are allowed to 





carry on import operations. 


currency and ship- 
ment effected on a f 
Song bill of lading issued in 


Yes; special exchange rates are fixed for many 


- import products. 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 


exchange. & 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No separate permit required. Foreign ex- 
change, including dollar exchange, is muto- 
matically made available if import license 
specifies payment in such currency and 
if license is registered with a foreign ex- 
change bank within 2 months after issu- 
ance. 

No. 


No. 

No. ’ 

No; but a “certificate of payment” issued by 
Bank of Thailand ‘or authorized; bank or 
company is required. 

One application suffices for both import per- 
mit and exchange-control p 

No; import license carries t to foreign 
exchange up to amount expressed in local 
currency in relevant import license. 


Yes; granted automatically following issuance 
of import license. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

Yes; all exchange is allocated by U. S. 8. R. 

ann Bank upon receipt of import license. 
oO. 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No; but Government maintains strict control 
over foreign exchange allocations. 


1 Includes Bermuda, British West Indies, British East Africa, British West Africa, British Guiana, British Honduras, Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, and minor colonies, protectorates, and trusteeship territories. 





Ecuadoran Import Exchange 
Classifications Changed 


Ecuadoran import exchange classifi- 
cations of various goods have been 
changed, by a decree published on De- 
cember 15, 1955. 


The following items of the tariff 
schedule are now included in import 
list 1, for which foreign exchange may 
be purchased at the official rate of 
15.15 sucres to the U. S. dollar: 


279b-1. Polyethylene in thin sheets, less than 
0.75 millimeter thick. 

279b-2. Polyethylene in blocks, slabs, sheets, 
tubes, or rods, simply ground or not, un- 
worked. 


February 13, 1956 


430c-1. Paper and paperboard boxes labeled 
expressly for export of shrimp and imported 
for such reexportation. 

681c. Glass fiber cloth for protection against 
insects. 


Items newly included in list 2, for 
which foreign exchange must be pur- 
chased at the free-market rate of 
17.41 sucres to the dollar.are: 


279b-1. Artificial, plastic materials with a 
basis of phenol, urea, phtalic acid, etc. (artifi- 
cial resins), except polyethylene, in thin 
sheets, less than 0.75 millimeter thick. 

279b-2. Artificial plastic materials with a 
basis of phenol, urea, phtalic acid, etc. (artifi- 
cial resins), except polyethylene, in blocks, 
slabs, sheets, tubes, or rods, simply ground or 
not, unworked. 


430c-1. Boxes and packagings of paperboard 
or paper, paraffined or not, finished or cut, 


folding, combined or not with other materials, 
including unlined paperboard boxes intended 
for use as outer packagings, with/or withgut 
inscriptions, except those labeled expressly for 
export of shrimp and imported for such re- 
export. 

681c. Articles of glass, combined or not with 
other materials, not elsewhere in- 
cluded, except glass fiber cloth for protection 
against insects. 





The Nigerian Railway Corporation 
is planning an extensive development 
of the railway system in northern 
Nigeria. A 500-mile line to connect 
Maiduguri, Bauchi, and Lafia, esti- 
mated to cost more than £18 million, 
is being considered, a corporation of- 
ficial has disclosed. 
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S. African Firm Plans Expansion 


John Beith (South Africa) Pty., 
Ltd., a holding company with several 
subsidiaries engaged in mining, mill- 
ing, and distribution of asbestos ore 
and fiber, wants capital for expansion 
of these and other activities. 


The first project calls for a loan of 
£150,000 (US$420,000) for expanding 
asbestos production in Cape Province 
by the Phillips Asbestos Mines (Pty.), 
Ltd. a subsidiary of John Beith. Some 
500 tons of blue crocidolite asbestos 
per month are being mined and the 
new capital would probably permit an 
increase of 300 to 400 tons per month. 


The company also wishes to bring 
into full production Southern Rhode- 
sian crysotile asbestos mines in col- 
laboration with an Australian firm, 
for, which some £150,000 to £200,000 
($420,000 to $560,000) equity partici- 
pation would be required. Eventually 
a public corporation would be set up 
to develop the Rhodesian properties. 


The third project involves a loan of 
some £250,000 ($700,000) to enable 
the purchase and development of 
chrome and lepidolite deposits in 
Rhodesia. 


Interested firms should communi- 
cate directly with J. B. Phillips, Man- 
aging Director of John Beith (South 


Cables, Cards, Parts 


Required in Greece 


The Ministry of Finance, State Pro- 
curement Service, 56 El. Venizelos 
Street, Athens, invites bids until Feb- 
ruary 21 for 67,000 meters of various 
types of cables, and 43,000 meters of 
plastic cables. That same authority 
requests quotations until March 12 
for 1,500 meters of linoleum. 


IKA-Social Insurance Institute, Im- 
port Supply Committee, 4 Kapodis- 
triou Street, Athens, invites bids un- 
til February 22 for 5 million tabulat- 
ing cards. 


Hellenic State Railways, Purchas- 
ing & Stores Department, 12b Poly- 
techniou Street, Athens, will accept 
tenders until February 29 for turn- 
table spare parts, axles, toothed 
wheels, bearings, and other parts. 
Quotations for 70,000 kilograms of 
lubricating oil will be accepted until 
March 2. 

The Greek Water Company, 4 
Koloktroni Street, Athens, invites 
quotations for 6,000 displacement 
meters, bid deadline March 2. 

Copies of specifications covering 
these purchases are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


va 





Africa), Pty., Ltd., Electron 

Acutt Street, Durban, P. O. Box 632. A 
World Trade Directory report on this 
firm may be obtained from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., for $1. Supplemental data on 
the investment proposal and the com- 
panies involved are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division. 


India Wants To Buy 


Several Steel Items 


The Office of the Iron and Steel 
Controller, 33 Netaji Subhas Road, 
Calcutta, invites bids until March 5 
for 3,639 tons of joists, 324 tons of 
channels, and 35 tons of angles, tender 
No. CDN-A/86-41059/17. 

Shipment is required to be com- 
pleted in the period May-July, 1956. 
Quotations are to be made in terms 
of U.S. dollars in long tons, c. and f. 
Indian ports. A copy of the bid invita- 
tion and the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Additional forms and instruc- 
tions may be obtained from the India 
Supply Mission, 2536 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C. 

The Iron and Steel Controller also 
requests bids for 9,208.29 tons of sec- 
ond-class flat-bottom rails to reach 
him by March 6, tender No. CDN- 
A/86-41059/17. Bidders are required 
to submit tenders containing detailed 
specifications, obtainable from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C. 








Electric Generating Plant 
Planned for Sao Paulo 


A plan calling for the installation 
of 1.8 million kilowatts of electric gen- 
erating capacity, in the next 10 years 
was presented by the Governor of the 
State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, to the State 
Legislative Assembly in November. 

The Governor has stated that pri- 
vate capital participation will be wel- 
comed and it has been proposed that 
electric power rates be revised upward 
by the Federal Government. 

The foreign-exchanhge requirements 
for imports needed in the construct- 
ion of electrical generating plants and 
transmission facilities are estimated 
at $US225 million-US$275 million. A 
report on the electric power situation, 
present and prospective, in Sao Paulo 
State, is available on loan from the 


—— 


Greek Railway Wants | 


Rolling Stock, Rails 


The Piraeus - Athens - Peloponnesug 
Railway (SPAP), Karolou St. No. 1, 
Athens, invites bids until March 29 
for the purchase of rolling stock and 
permanent-way material, estimated 
total value $5 million. 


The rolling stock comprises the fol- 
lowing: 7 diesel railcars for about 109 
passengers each; 7 trailer cars for 
main line railcars; 3 railcars for DK 
line; 3 trailer cars for DK line; 19 
passenger carriages, 10 luggage cars; 
4 diesel or steam locomotives; 50 open 
freight wagons; 30 special wagons for 
the conveyance of coal and ballast; 
10 tankers of 25 tons; and 15 special 
traveling platforms. 


The permanent-way material in- 
cludes 300 kilometers of line rails of 
a weight of 30 to 34 kilograms per 
linear meter with equal quantity of 
petty material such as stay bolts, 
coach screws, plates, etc., about 21,- 
000 tons in all. 


Copies of bid announcement and 
specifications are available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Addi- 
tional information and assistance to 
prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Ad- 
ministration, 729 15th Street NW, 
Washington, D. C. 





Syrian Firm in Market To 
Buy Complete Cement Plant 


Societe Nationale de Ciment, P. O. 
Box 1008, Aleppo, would like to pur- 
chase direct one complete cement 
plant—based on water-process system 
—to comprise conveyors, excavators, 
electric generators, fuel-oil tanks, and 
workshop. The plant should have a 
capacity of 300 metric tons of cement 
per 24 hours with maximum capacity 
of 600 metric tons. 


Copies of chemical analyses of the 
soil, and topgraphic maps of the site 
and the surrounding area are ayailable 
for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ent of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
A World Trade Directory report may 
be obtained by qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division for $1. 


Quotations should be sent to the 
Societe Nationale de Ciment at the 
Aleppo address. 





Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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Iraq Power Stations 
Need Boiler Units 


The Development Board and the 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad, 
invite bids until April 2 for the supply 
on site, erection, and supervision of 
6 boiler units and appurtenances for 
the Dibis and Baghdad power stations. 

Civil engineering work is not in- 
cluded. The Dibis station comprises 4 
poiler units, 75 metric tons per hour, 
and the Baghdad station 2 units, 100 
metric tons per hour. Bidders may 
submit for each plant separately or for 
both together. 


Two copies of the bidding docu- 
ments, consisting of 3 volumes each, 
may be obtained until March 8 from 
the Directorate General of Legal Af- 
fairs and Contracts at the Develop- 
ment Board, Baghdad, on payment of 
25 Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi dinar — US- 
$2.80), not refundable. 


Bids must be accompanied by a de- 
posit of 28,000 dinars, if the bid con- 
cerns the Dibis plant only; 18,000 
dinars, if the bid covers the Baghdad 
plant only; or 46,000 dinars, if both are 
involved. Ability to meet an early 
completion date will be a factor in 
selecting the successful bidder. 


A copy of the bid announcement is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


Austria Offers To Sell 
Industrial Property 


The land and buildings of Messer- 
schmitt Ges.m.b.H., Kematen, Tyrol, 
now owned by the Austrian Govern- 
ment as a former German asset, are 
offered for sale by the official admin- 
istrator, Herr A. Reitmayr. In lieu of 
such a sale, U. S. capital is sought 
for the continued operation of the 
factory. 


The property is located about 6 
miles from Innsbruck. The principal 
building was constructed in World 
War II for the production of airplane 
parts. In postwar years it has manu- 
factured sewing machines. 

A photograph, maps, and addi- 
tional data on this property are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms may wish to cor- 
respond direct with the Administra- 
tor, Messerschmitt Ges.m.b.H., at the 
Kematen address. 

A World Trade Directory report may 
be obtained by qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision for $1. 
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Construction of Fencing and Buildings in 
France, Hangars in Italy Planned by NATO > 


Two new projects in France and 
one in Italy, totaling an estimated 
$1.7 million, have been opened to U. 8. 
bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantie Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported. 

The first project in France calls for 
construction of fencing and buildings 
on the Vouziers-Sechault airbase as 
follows: Fencing, $54,286; warehouse, 
$80,000; vehicle maintenance shop, 
$125,714; transmission building, $20,- 
000; and broadcasting building, 
$14,286. 

The second project, estimated at 
$457,143, involves construction of in- 
terior roadways on the same airbase 
consisting of a total surface of ap- 
proximately 45,100 square meters. 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
first project must register before Feb- 
ruary 19 with the French Delegation, 
Palais de Chaillot, through the U. 8. 
Delegation to the North Atlantic 
Council, 2 rue St. Florentin, Paris. 
Those wanting to bid on the second 
project must register before February 
19 with the Direction de l’Infrastruc- 
ture de |l’Air, Ministere des Forces 
Armees, 56 boulevard Victor, Paris. 
Appropriate information should be 
given in each instance concerning the 
firm’s qualifications. 

The Italian project, estimated at 
$960,000, calls for construction, ship- 
ping, and erection of 6 hangars, 4 for 
Maritime Airbase in Sicily and 2 for 
Sardinia. The hangars should be steel 
framed, with galvanized iron corru- 
gated roofing and sheeting of 8/10 
mm. thickness, 55 meters wide, 51 
meters deep, 9.20 meters high, using 
completely free sizes of sheets. The 
mobile door should have 55 meters x 
9.20 meters free opening. Concrete 





Metallic Bridges Needed in 


French Equatorial Africa 


The Direction of Public Works, 
Pointe Noire, Moyen-Congo, French 
Equatorial Africa, invites bids until 
March 30 for furnishing and con- 
structing four metallic bridges, as fol- 
lows: 

On the M’Pama River between 
Djambala and Lekana, length 30 me- 
ters; on the Lingue River between 
Makua and Wesso, length 45 meters; 
on the Como River between Wesso and 
Swanke, length 35 meters; and on the 
Lekoni River between Makwa and 
Kelle length 40 meters. The cost of 
this project is unofficially estimated 
at $500,000. 

Specifications may be obtained from 
the Direction of Public Works at the 
address given. 


blocks or pile foundations are to be 
included. The work is to be 
in 200 calendar days. Bidding 


be in a lump sum with a breakdown of | 


quantities and unit prices. 
U. S. firms interested in receiving 
invitations to bid on this project 


(Continued on Page 21) 





Charges Increased for 
Services To Traders 


Increased charges for two of its 
well-known services to U. S. foreign 
traders have been announced by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

The new charges provide for an in- 
crease in the price of Trade Lists— 
lists of traders in foreign countries— 
from $1 to $2 a country; and for spe- 


cial trade prospect surveys from $1 | 


to $10 a survey. ‘The price increase 
for trade prospect surveys became ef- 
fective February 1. The increase for 
Trade Lists is effective February 15. 
Both of these services have been 
used for many years by U. S. exporters, 
importers, and others interested in 
finding new agents, distributors, li- 


censees, customers, suppliers, or other iss 


trade connections abroad. 


BFC said the price increases are 
the first to be made for these services 
since 1939. The by-country lists of 
foreign importers, exporters, manufac- 
turers, wholesalers, and distributors 
for individual commodities, industries, 
and services now number more than 
3,000, and have been expanded to in- 
clude market summaries. New Trade 
Lists are announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly as they become avail- 
able. 

Trade prospect surveys are offered 
to U. S. exporters and importers who 
need specia] distribution or servicing 
facilities abroad but are unable to 
locate suitable prospects through rou- 
tine sources of information. 

Further details concerning these 
services may be obtained from any 
Field Office of the Department of 
Commerce. 


Thailand in Market To Buy 
Tunnel Works Equipment 





The Royal Irrigation Department in 


Bangkok will accept bids until Feb- 
ruary 24 for distribution equipment 
and cables for the Yanhee tunnnel 
works. 


A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25 
D. C. 
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Sudan Board Asks Bid 
To Spray. Cotton Crop 


The General Manager, Sudan Gezira 
Board, Barakat, Sudan, invites ten- 
ders until February 28 for spraying 
part of its cotton crop with liquid in- 
secticide—chlorinated hydrocarbon— 
by aircraft or land machines in Octo- 
ber 1956. 


Total area to be treated is not ex- 
pected to exceed 100,000 feddans (1 
feddan—1.038 acres) and contractors 
are required to quote separate rates 
in Egyptian pounds (US$2.80) per fed- 
dan for areas of 20,000, 30,000, 50,000, 
and 100,000 feddans, respectively. 


Tenders for aircraft spraying should 
be for 4 application rates, namely, 2 
Imperial gallons, 1 gallon, 0.50 gallon, 
and 0.25 gallon per feddan. Brief de- 
tails of the proposed method of ap- 
plication should accompany each ten- 
der and it should be noted that fly- 
ing will be restricted to 6 hours per 
day. 

Tenders for land-machine spraying 
should be for low-volume spraying 
suitable for the size of machine and 
type of nozzle, brief details of which 
should accompany each tender. The 
board will supply all insecticides and 
stipulate the dosage. Spraying must 
be completed within a maximum pe- 
riod of 5 weeks, beginning about Oc- 
tober 1. 





Catalogs and Brochures 
Wanted by Indonesia 


Catalogs and brochures of American 
chemical and pharmaceutical manu- 
facturers are desired by the Chemical 
and Pharmaceutical Section of the 
Department of Industry, Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, Djakarta. This 
literature would be useful to the De- 
partment of Industry in connection 
with its proposed purchase of chemical 
and pharmaceutical plants and mate- 
rials. 

Interested American firms should 
send brochures and similar material 
to the Department of Industry at the 
address given, forwarding copies of 
their correspondence to the American 
Embassy at Djakarta. 


Saudi Arabia Extends Bid 
Date on Railway Project 


The Ministry of Finance and Na- 
tional Economy, Communications Af- 
fairs, Jidda, has extended the bid 
deadline on submission of tenders for 
the construction of the Riyadh-Me- 
dina-Jidda railway to August 12, ac- 
cording to an announcement of Janu- 
ary 29 in the local press. 

This bid invitation was published in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 
31, 1955, page 13. 
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Pakistan To Purchase 


Ammonium Sulfate 


The Department of Supply and De- 
velopment, Government of Pakistan, 
Karachi, invites bids until February 
20 for 41,500 metric tons of ammonium 
sulfate containing 20.5 percent nitro- 
gen moisture not exceeding 1 percent 
at the time of shipment, reaction 
neutral, acidity for sulfuric acid not 
to exceed 0.03 percent, c. i. f. Karachi 
or Chittagong. 

Bids may be submitted to the De- 
partment of Supply and Development 
with the invitation to tender, or tele- 
graphic bids may be accepted with- 
out the bid invitation. For further 
information, firms should write the 
Pakistan Embassy, Commercial Di- 
vision, 2315 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington, D.C. 

Copies of the bid invitation, when 
received, will be available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau for Foreign 


Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Tenders on Highway Bridge 
In Guatemala Modified 


Instructions on bidding for the At- 
lantic Highway bridge over Rio Las 
Vacas have been modified to provide 
for separate bids on the superstructure 
and substructure, respectively, and to 
eliminate a contingent bid on piling. 

The due date for bids has been ad- 
vanced from February 1 to Febrwary 
21; and the date for completion of 
construction, to August 30, 1957. A copy 
of the new bidding instructions, in 
Spanish, is available on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


This bid opportunity was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, De- 
cember 26, 1955, page 11. 





Ceylon Invites Tenders 
On Substation Project 


The Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Transport and Works, Trans- 
works House, Colombo, will receive 
tenders until April 4 for the supply 
of all necessary materials and labor 
for the construction, completion, and 
maintenance of one 33/11 kv. 25,000 
kv.-a. substation in Colombo. 

Tender books may be purchased 
from the Ambassador for Ceylon, 2148 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D.C., on payment of £8 (US$22.40). A 
tender deposit of £39 (US$109.20) is 
required. 





Guatemala City Invites 
Bids on Tubing 


The City of Guatemala, Secre- 
taria Municipal, 8 Calle 5-10, 
Zone 1, will receive bids until 
March 21 for the following cen- 
trifugal cast-iron tubing, includ- 
ing accessories, valves, and 
joints: 3,000 meters, 12-inch I. D.; 
1,000 meters, 8-inch I. D.; 12,000 
meters, 6-inch I. D. 

Details concerning the bids 
may be obtained from the city 
authorities for $5. 











Belgian Cooperative 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


Societe Cooperative “Sonergie,” 102 
Rue des Forgerons, Marcinelle, manu- 
facturers of locomotive rolling stock 
and industrial equipment, seeks U. 8. 
capital to revitalize its plant and to 
expand operations. 

Formerly called Usines “Energie,” 
S. A., the company was liquidated in 
1954 after operating for more than 50 
years. It was then reorganized as a 
cooperative, principally by the em- 
ployees. 

Lists of equipment owned by the 
firm, in French, and supplemental 
data are available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. A World 
Trade Directory report on this co- 
operative may be obtained by quali- 
fied U. S. firms from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division for $1. 

Interested parties srould correspond 


direct with Sonergie at the address 
given. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
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subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


In Foreign Countries 
Electronic Equipment: 


Belgium—S. A. Manufacture Belge 
de Lampes.et de Materiel Electronique 
MBLE (manufacturer), 80 rue des 
Deux Gares, Brussels, is interested in 
American industrial cooperation in the 
form of capital, license, or commercial 
agreement for extending its activities 
in electronic and nuclear applica- 
tions. Statement of firm’s facilities 
and activities available.* 

Industrial Equipment: 


Belgium—S. A. des Ateliers de la Dyle 
(manufacturer, exporter), 1 chaussee 
de Diest, Louvain, is interested in 
manufacturing under license heavy 
equipment, trailers, automobiles, 
material-handling equipment, earth- 
moving equipment, structural-steel 
shapes, large boilers, tanks, and gas 
cylinders. 

Plant equipment includes 25 pres- 
ses of various capacities, about 100 
lathes and numerous machine tools, 
steel annealing and tempering plants 
(of great precision), various annealing 
ovens, and numerous halls equipped 
with traveling cranes. 

Belgium—Societe Anonyme des Ate- 
liers de Construction de la Meuse, 
(manufacturer of steam and fireless 
locomotives, diesel tractors, compres- 
sors, crushers, glass-making machines, 
converters, etc.), 42 rue E. Solvay, 
Sclessin-Liege, wishes to manufacture 
under license general mechanical 
equipment and quality boiler work. 
Booklet and statement of facilities 
available.* 

England—Radius Engineering & De- 
velopment Co. (manufacturer of paper 
converting machinery, components 
for turbine and conveyor construction, 
tools, and castings), Tollgate Works, 
Tollgate Road, Dartford, Kent., offers 
to American firms facilities for manu- 
facturing under license light engi- 
neering, repetition machining, tool- 
making, pattern making, and ferrous 
and nonferrous castings. 

The machine shop and adjacent fit- 
ting bay covers an area of 4,000 sq. ft. 
The plant, 17 miles southeast of Lon- 
don, consists in the main of lathes, 
capstans, and milling machines, with 
adequate facilities for assembly work. 
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Milan Attorney Offers 
Advisory Service 
A Poreign Investment Advi- 
sory Bureau has been established 
at 30 Corso Vittorio Emanuele, 
Milan, Italy, by Mr. Mario Bruno, 
an attorney in that city. Other 


offices are planned for New York 
and Rome. 


Mr. Bruno is reported to have 
established relations with ex- 
perts in such related fields as 
auditing, construction, and real 
estate. Persons desiring further 
information should address their 
inquiries to the above address. 











Metal Products: 

Belgium — Comet SPRL (manufac- 
turer of stamped, pressed, and finished 
metal products), 148 Koningin Astrid- 
laan, Malines, is interested in a li- 
censing arrangement to manufacture 
products of pressed or welded metal, 
such as refrigerator boxes and similar 
products. The firm is interested in 
greater utilization of its facilities 
which consist of 3 hydraulic presses, 
one of 750 tons and 2 of 500 tons; 41 
mechanical presses of 80 to 300 tons; 
58 soldering machines; 9 arcwelding 
sets and 6 shearing machines. 


Office Equipment: 

England — ALUPA, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), Electrocult Works, Station 
Road, Harpenden, Herts., wishes to 
manufacture under license and sell 
in the United Kindom office equip- 
ment of American design and inven- 
tion. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

Belgium—Laboratoires Wolfs, SPRL 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
avenue des Petits Coqs, 70, Antwerp, 
is interested in obtaining American 
licenses to manufacture new medicinal 
and pharmaceutical products; also in 
new processes and improved methods 
of manufacture. Interest is in new 
but related products which can be 
sold through their present distribu- 
tion system which includes the domes- 
tic market, the Belgian Congo, and 
some outlets in the Near and Middle 
East. Price list in French available. * 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

Germany—Hammer Dampfbrennerei 
und Fabrik feiner Markenspirituosen, 
Inh. Josef Paehler (manufacturer, 
exporter), Hamm, Westf., wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of Mocha, Jonas, and Lukas 
liqueur. Leaflet available. * 

Clothing: 

Faroe Islands—Grace Nolsoe (manu- 
facturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
Bringsnagota 5, Thorshavn, wishes to 





export direct or through agent high- 
quality, hand- or machine-knitted 
woolen sweaters for men, women, and 
children. 

Italy — Cravattificio NUCCIA §&.r.l. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
2 Largo Cavour, Novara, wishes to 
export direct or through agent scarves, 
cravats. and similar items. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts: 

India—The Art Museum (manufac- 
turer, export merchant), 1726 Burn 
Bastion Road, Delhi 6, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent hand- 
carved ivory necklaces, brooches, ear- 
rings, bangles, powder and jewelry 
boxes, figures of 12 different animals 
and birds, spoons, cocktail pins, salt 
and pepper shakers, paper cutters, 
bracelets, cigarette holders, and book 
marks; 

Also, real and imitation gold and 
silver thread (zari) embroidered goods 
including ladies’ handbags, purses, col- 
lars, cigarette and spectacle cases, 
laces, bracelets, ladies’ and men’s san- 
dals and shoes, shawls, scarves, badges, 
and crests. 

India—Sarjunarain Chintamani 
(manufacturer, export merchant), 
Sadhwara St., Farrukhabad, Uttar 
Pradesh, wishes to export direct 500,- 
000 sq. yds. annually of India prints 
which include handprinted cotton 
bedspreads in sizes 9 x 6, 9 x Ti’, 
and 7’ x 6’; table covers in sizes 36” x 
36” and 45” x 45”; and piecegoods. 
Also, handprinted Kashmir silk scarves 
in sizes 45” x 45”, 36” x 36”, 22” x 22”, 
and 18” x 18”. 


Japan —Daiwa Trading Co., Ltd. 
(Daiwa Shoji Boeki Kabushiki Kaisha) 
(exporter, wholesaler, commission 
merchant), No. 7, Yaesu 4-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to export di- 
rect 3,000 lacquered music boxes. Cata- 
log and price list available.* 

Cutlery: 

Germany—Heinrich Hirsch (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 14 Rosenkamper- 
strasse, Solingen-Wald, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent hunting 
and sport knives, and shears and scis- 
sors. Illustrated leaflets available.* | 

Germany—Eugen Linder (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 21 Tannenstrasse, 
Solingen/Rhld., wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent tableware cut- 
lery and kitchenware cutlery; also, 
razors and pocketknives. Illustrated 
pamphlet available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

England—Louis C. Edwards & Sons 
(M/c.), Ltd. (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, retailer), 5 New St., Miles Plat- 
ting, Manchester 10, wishes to export 
direct or through agent canned beef 
sausages made of 75% to 80% pure 
beef, 12 ounces per can, 24 cans per 
case. 

Glycerine: 

Sweden—Aktiebolaget Allan Svens- 
son (manufacturer, merchant broker, 
wholesaler), 17 Stortorget, Malmo, 
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wishes to export direct crude glycer- 
ine. 

Household Goods: 

India—The Commercial Emporium 
(manufacturer, exporter), P. B. No. 
195, Alleppey, Travancore - Cochin 
State, wishes to export. direct or 
through agent floor coverings of In- 
dian coco mats and matting as fol- 
lows: Approximately 3,000 dozen or 
108,000 sq. ft. monthly of mottled or 
inlaid coir door mats in sizes 0 
through 5; and approximately 20,000 
sq. yds. monthly of plain or fancy coir 
door matting from 18” to 108” wide, in 
rolls of 50 yds. ° 

Leather Goods: 

England—S. Glassner (export mer- 
€hant, leather worker), 68 Worple 
Road, Wimbledon, London, S.W. 19, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent full oil-tanned chamois leathers, 
size 22” x 30”; and leather dog leads, 
collars, and harnesses. 

Machinery: 

Germany—Koehler & Hoerter (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 100 Vorhaller- 
strasse, Hagen-Vorhalle, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent compres- 
sors, marking machines for roadways 
and guide and safety lines, and paint 
sprayers. Illustrated leaflets avail- 
able.* 

Germany—Friedr. Hermanns, 
Masch.-u. Apparatebau (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 470 Neusserstrasse, M. 
Gladbach-Luerrip, wishes to: export 
direct or through agent small oil 
presses of a rotating twin expeller 
type. Illustrated leaflet available.* 

Machinery Parts: 

Belgium — Etablissements Joseph 
Paulus S P R L (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 12 Place Roggeman, Dison, 
wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents shear blades for tex- 
tile shearing machines and all ma- 
chine knives. 


Pharmaceuticals: 
Italy —ICEI Abello (Instituto Chi- 
mico Erboristico Italiano Abello) 


(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
3/5 Via Monte di Pieta, Turin, wishes 
to export direct or through agent aro- 
matic and medicinal herbs and drugs 
for pharmaceutical use. 

Textiles: 


Germany — Ruhr-Lueckerath Verei- 
nigte Textilindustrie (manufacturer, 
exporter), 8 Josef-Ruhr-Strasse, Eus- 
kirchen/Rhild., wishes to export direct 
cloth in carded and worsted wool. 
Samples available.* 

India — Ganga Works (manufac- 
turer), 53 Lattice Bridge Road, Madras 
20, wishes to export direct cotton 
handloom textiles in various colors 
and designs. 

Toilet Goods: 


Germany—Gebr. Engels (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 35 Nuemmen, Soling- 
gen-Graefrath, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent hand-operated 





Ceylon Wants Manila 
Rope, Metal Items 


The Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Finance, P. O. Box 
500, Colombo, invites tenders 
until March 20 for the supply of 
283 coils of genuine 3-strand 
Manila rope in coils of 120 
fathoms each. 

The Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Industries, Housing, 
and Social Services, P. O. Box 
570, Colombo, invites bids until 
March 2 for the supply of 225,000 
sets of metal edgings, fittings, 
and accessories, and 225,000 sets 
of aluminum linings for plywood 
tea chests for the Ceylon Gov- 
ernment Plywood Factory, Gin- 
teta. 

Copies of bidding conditions 

’ and specifications are available 
for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











hair clippers of all kinds. Illustrated 
leaflets available.* 

Tools: 

Italy—FIUR-Fabbrica Italiano Uten- 
sili Rollodur (manufacturer, exporter), 
Via Brera, 9, Milan, wishes to export 
direct or through agent cutting tools 
for metal. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft Parts: 

Belgium—Maurice Braeckman (im- 
porter, exporter, retailer), 20 rue Jean 
Chapelie, Brussels, wishes to purchase 
direct spare parts for airplanes of 
American origin used by the Belgian 
army. 

Chemicab: 

Brazil — Sociedade Importadora de 
Produtos Metalurgicos e Agricolas 
“Siprometa,” Ltda. (importer, whole- 
saler), Av. Pres. Vargas 509, 14 andar, 
Rio de Janeiro, wishes to purchase 
direct amd seeks agency for basic 
chemicals, and chemicals for soap, 
paint, tannery, and textile industries. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany — Peter Jans (importer, 
manufacturer’s agent, broker), 9 
Stadtgarten, Krefeld, wishes to pur- 
chase direct raw materials, and semi- 
manufactured products for the food 
and fancy groceries industry. 

Germany—EKA Handelsgesellschaft 
fuer Nahrungs- u. Genussmittel, Im- 
port und Export GmbH (importer, 
wholesaler), 2 Geleniusstrasse, Koeln- 
Lindenthal, wishes to purchase direct 
packaged food and luxury novelties. 

Hardware: 

Germany — Kommanditgesellschaft 





— 


Paul Schmidt (importer, wholesaler, 


manufacturer) , 625/627 Neusserstrasse, ‘ 
Koeln-Weidenpesch, wishes to pur- 7 
and galva- | 


chase direct iron, steel, 
nized screws, A. S. A. 


Insecticides: 





British West Indies — Thompson & | —— 


Co., Ltd. (importer, retailer, whole. 
saler, sales/indent agent), 36 Edward 
St. P. O. Box 170, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to purchase direct 
insecticide containing Malathion for 
exterminating flies. 

Iron and Steel Products: 

India — Nathmull Girdharilall (im- 
porter, manufacturer), 22 te 
St., Calcutta 7, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for approxi- 
mately 5,000 tons annually of iron 
and steel materials, including joists, 
billets, secondhand rails, channels, 
plate cuttings, galvanized wires, black 
sheet cuttings, rerolling materials, 
and defective black and galvanized 
cold rolled annealed sheets. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

India—Madan Engineering Tool 
Products (manufacturer, importer, 
wholesaler), 57 G. B. Road, Delhi 6, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for 40 tons monthly of bright 
cold rolled, close annealed mild steel 
strip. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


India — The Victor Commercial Co, 


(manufacturer’s agent, merchant), 
44/45 Ezra St., First Floor, Calcutta 1, 
wishes to purchase direct from manu- 
facturers or their exclusive agents 
metal products, such as joists, rounds, 
angles, channels, flats, mild steel 
plates, corrugated sheets, rejects, and 
steel rails for rerolling. 

World Trade Directory report bala 
prepared. 

Machinery: 

India—M adan Engineering Tool 
Products (manufacturer, importer, 
wholesaler), 57 G. B. Road, Delhi 6, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for metal sheetworking ma- 
chines, such as power punching 
presses, shearing machines, and saws. 

Pharamceuticals: 

Belgium — Comptoir Chimico Phar- 
maceutique S. A., C. C. P. (importer, 
sales agent), 19 rue de Moscou, Brus- 
sels, wishes to purchase direct phar- 
maceutical specialties from U. S. man- 
ufacturers. 

India—The Victor Commercial Co. 
(manufacturer’s agent, merchant), 
44/45 Ezra St., First Floor, Calcutta 
1, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for pharmaceuticals, including, 
sodium perborate, potassium iodide," 
sulfa drugs, and cadmium sulfide. 

World Trade Directory sae i being 
prepared. 

Waxes: 

Germany—Wachs & Ceresin-Fabril 
Th. C. Tromm GmbH (manufacturer), 
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13/17 Feuerstrasse, Koeln-Weiden- 
pesch, wishes to purchase direct 2,000 
kilograms monthly of raw beeswax. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 





Chemicals: 

Italy__COMBS di Carlo Monge & C. 
(agent), 28 Via Susa, Turin, seeks 
agency for Italy from U. S. manufac- 
turers of protective, antirust, water- 
proofing, anticorrosive, antithermic, 
black or colored varnishes for cover- 


. ing metals, wood, cement, and asphalt. 


Clothing: 

British West Indies—D. Hope Ross & 
Sons, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 23 
Chacon St., P. O. Box 606, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for 
dresses and underwear for women and 
children. 

Switzerland — Atelier H. Guggen- 
heim, “Ready Made Suits” (importing 
distributor), 8 Bleicherweg, Zurich, 
seeks agency for Switzerland and 
Western Europe for men’s suits, coats, 
and accessories; and readymade cloth- 
ing made of novelty fabrics. 

Engineering Equipment: 

England—Transatlantic Engineering 
(engineer, technical consultant), 14 
Howick Place, London, S. W. 1, is in- 
terested in acting as technical con- 
sultant on behalf of U. S. firms wish- 
ing to license the manufacture of their 
products in Great Britain, or as pur- 
chasing agent for U. S. buyers of 
engineering equipment in Europe. 
Firm is equipped to manufacture jigs, 
tools, patterns, prototypes, and sub- 
assemblies requiring skilled labor. 

Feedstuffs: 

Netherlands — Gustav J. J. Witt & 
Co.’s Handelmaatschappij N. V. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 355-b Mathenes- 
serlaan, Rotterdam, seeks agency for 
ground cracklings. 

Hardware: 

Canada — Frank R. Greaves Agen- 
cies (manufacturer’s agent), 122 
Phoenix Bldg., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
seeks agency for housewares and hard- 
ware. 

Household Appliances: 

Syria—ACTICO Arabian Commercial 
Transport Insurance Co. (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
P. O. Box No. 135, Aleppo, seeks agency 
for the following: 300 units annually 
of electric fans, sizes 6”, 6”, 10”, 
12”, and 16”, 110 volts, a. c., 50 cycles; 
150 units annually of gas-oil-burning 
stoves, 1 and 2 burners; 100 units an- 
nually of all sizes of gas cooking 
ranges; 150 units annually of electric 
household and commercial refrigera- 
tors, 60 to 80 cu. ft., 110 volts, a. c., 
50 cycles; 


Fifty units annually of electric air- 
conditioning equipment, room size and 
larger, 110 volts, a. c., 50 cycles; 75 
units annually of standard-type elec- 
tric washing machines, medium and 
large sizes for home use; 200 units 
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annually of electric vacuum cleaners 
of all sizes for home and office use, 
110 volts, a. c., 50 cycles; 100 units 
annually of electric heaters for home 
and office use, all sizes, 110 volts, a. c., 
50 cycles. 

Paper Products: 

Belgium —Crelco (Belgium), Ltd. 
(importer, sales agent), 215 rue 
Royale, Brussels, wishes to represent 
U. S. manufacturers of paper and 
cardboard. 

Belgium—G. A. Rouffart (importer, 
wholesaler), 16 avenue des Celtes, 
Brussels, wishes to obtain exclusive 
agencies from U. S. manufacturers of 
all kinds of paper articles, including 
napkins, doilies, mats, tablecloths, 
Christmas and greeting cards, fancy 
wrapping paper, crepe paper, playing 
cards, Christmas’ decorations, and 
candles. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

British West Indies—D. Hope Ross & 
Sons, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 23 
Chacon St., P. O. Box 606, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for 
drugs. 

Tape Recorders: 

Belgium—Fonior S. A. (importer, ex- 
porter, manufacturer, wholesaler), 26- 
28 Quai des Charbonnages, Brussels, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agency 
from U. 8S. manufacturers of magnetic 
and acetate tape recorders. 

Textiles: 

British West Indies—D. Hope Ross & 
Sons, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent), 23 
Chacon St., P. O. Box 606, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for 
cotton and rayon piecegoods. 

Egypt — Societe Generale de Com- 
merce (Edmond Hawie & Cie), 70 Al 
Goumhouria St., Cairo, seeks agency 
for auxiliary products for the textile- 
making industry. 

Ireland —E. M. Baker (commission 
merchant, manufacturer’s agent), 59 
Grafton St., Dublin, seeks agency for 
inexpensive to medium grades of 
printed cotton dress materials, and 
nylon dress fabrics, 36” or 45” wide. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Mrs. Myra A. Britter, rep- 
resenting the W. A. Purvis Stores Pty., 
Ltd. (general merchandise store), 
Moore St., Moe, Victoria, is interested 
in visiting supermarkets to become 
acquainted with the organization, 
management, and layout, with a view 
to installing one or more in Victoria. 
Scheduled to arrive February 15, via 
San Francisco for a visit of approxi- 
mately 34% months. 

.U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 206 Sansome St., San 
Francisco, and 636 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, 


Los Angeles, Hduston, New Orleans, 
Miami, Philadelphia, New York, and 
Washington, D. C. World Trade Di- | 
rectory report being prepared. 
Flbegee ie cage C. Cowdroy, represent- 
. M. Cowdroy, Ltd. (manufac- 
accessories 


turer of building ts hoe: 
show cases, metal sections, win ; 
York St., 


and sliding doors), 95-97 

Sydney, is interested in and 
architectural materials. Scheduled to 
arrive February 16, via San Francisco, 
for a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. address: 
c/o Sun Sashco, 38 Park Row, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, 
Chicago, and New York. 

Australia—S. M. Hodges, represent- 
ing Hodges & Honeybone Pty., Ltd., 
126 Buckingham St., Sydney, is in- 
terested in men’s Panama hats and 
women’s headwear, as well as methods 
and machinery. Scheduled to arrive 
February 16, for a visit of approxi- 
mately 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Thos. Cook & Son, Inc., in each city 
visited. Itinerary: San Francisco, New 
York, Chicago, and Pittsburgh. World 
Trade Directory report being prepared. 

Australia — Mrs. Elizabeth Graham 
Johnson, representing self (manufac- 
turer of baby and doll carriers), 30 
Beaumont St., Rose Bay, Sydney, is 
interested in meeting U. S. manufac- 
turers regarding her “Johnson Cradle 
Seat.” Scheduled to arrive February 
16, via San Francisco, for a visit of 
2 months. U. S. address: c/o Thos. 


#Cook & Sons, Inc., San Francisco, 


Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, and New York. 

Germany—Ernst G. Rudolphi—Rep- 
resenting Fischwirtschaftliche Vere- 
inigung (association of processors, 
wholesale dealers, importers, and ex- 
porters of fish) and Tiefkuehlkontor 
Bremerhaven-Cuxhaven GmbH (being 
organized to concern itself with the 
processing, distribution, export, and 
import of frozen. foods, especially fish), 
both organizations located in Bremer- 
haven-Fischereihafen — is interested 
in studying all aspects of deep freez- 
ing food, especially fish. 

Mr. Rudolphi wishes technical in- 
formation concerning deep-freezing 
processes and their mechanization; 
treatment of raw material; and pack- 
ing, transport, sales, and distribution 
techniques, especially in the retail 
trade. Scheduled to arrive during the 
last week of February, for a visit of 
2 to 3 weeks. U.S. address: c/o Amerio 
Manufacturing, Inc., 128-134 44th St., 
Union City, N. J. Itineraty: New 
York, Washington, Boston, and pos- 
sibly other fishing ports on the East 
Coast. 

Greece—Alexander C. Langadas, 
representing “Alex. Langadas” Metal 
Processing & Manufacturing Industry, 
90 D. Moutsopoulou St., Piraeus, is in- 
terested in visiting cutlery and tube 
manufacturers in the New York area 
and in purchasing machinery for pol- 
ishing cutlery. Also requests technical 
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Tender for Wooden Ties 
Repeated in Greece 


The bid tender for the pur- 
— ofAbout 600,000 ordinary 
wodden ties held on January 5 
will be repeated on February 15, 
according to an announcement 
by the Piraeus-Athens-Pelopon- 
nesus Railway (SPAP). 


Terms and conditions govern- 
ing the orginal announcement of 
this bid in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, November 14, 1955, page 
15, still apply. 











information on new methods for proc- 
essing stainless steel for the manu- 
facture of cutlery and is particularly 
interested in new methods of polish- 
ing stainless steel and methods. of pro- 
ducing aluminum tubes. 

Was scheduled to arrive February 7, 
via New York, for a visit of 3 months. 
U. S. address: c/o. John Avgerinos, 350 
Central Park West, New York 25, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York area. 

Japan—T. Chiyonobu, representing 
Y. Nishida & Co. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler), 5, 1-chome Honcho, Na- 
kaku, Yokohama, is interested in sell- 
ing piecegoods, scarves, shirts, and 
pajamas. Will be in New York Febru- 
ary 17 to 28 and may be reached 
through the Japan Trade Center, 393 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Japan—lItsuo Kubodera and Kyozo 
Toyoda, representing Marubeni-Iida 
Co., Ltd. (importer, exporter, whole- 
saler, commission merchant), No. 1 
Marunouchi i-chome, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo, is interested in import and 
export, and wishes technical informa- 
tion on the purchase of machinery 
and plant equipment. 

They are in the United States and 
will remain until about March 15. U. S. 
address: c/o Martubeni-Iida Co. (New 
York), Inc. 39 Broadway, New York 6, 
N. Y., Itinerary: New York, Washing- 
ton, Boston, Chicago, Harrisburg, 


-Seattle, Portland (Ore.), Los Angeles, 


and San. Francisco. 


Japan—Masami Takasaki, repre- 
senting New Japan Aircraft Mfg. Co., 
Ltd. (Shin-Nihon Hikoki K. K.), No. 
3175 Tomioka-cho, Kanazawa-ku, Yo- 
kohama, is interested in and desires 
technical information on aircraft and 
parts manufacture and automobile 
and auto-parts manufacture. Also 
wishes technical information on aero- 
nautics. He is in the United States and 
will remain until the end of February. 

U. S&S. address: c/o C. Itoh & Co. 
(America), Inc., 50 Broadway, New 
York 4, N. Y. Itinerary: San Diego, 
Burbank, Los Angeles, Santa Monica, 
North Hollywood, Seattle, Dallas, 
Kansas City, Detroit, Washington, 


New York, Baltimore, Hartford, and 
Bridgeport. 


Morocco—Julien Andre Scherpen- 
seel, representing Transexim 8S. A. (im- 
porter and wholesaler of textiles and 
exporter and wholesaler of ladies’ 
nylon underwear and blouses, and 
Morroccan leather goods), Carnot 13, 
Tangier, is interested in meeting man- 
ufacturers and exporters of ladies’ 
nylon underwear, and requests tech- 
nical information regarding its manu- 
facture. 

Scheduled to arrive the middle of 
February, for a 15-day visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Mr. Simon Lilling, 377 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York. 

Nicaragua—C arlos Rondon, repre- 
senting self, Quinta Calle SO 608, 
Managua, is interested in refrigera- 
tion equipment for butcher shop. Mr. 
Rondon is in the United States and 
will remain until about February 20. 
U. S. address: c/o 17 Odell Ave., White 
Plains, N. Y. Itinerary: Miami, Tampa, 
and New York. World Trade Directory 
report being prepared. 

Panama—Manfrede Engel, repre- 
senting Irving Zapp Co., S. A. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, and sales agent 
for foodstuffs, confectionery, cos- 
metics, toilet articles, and household 
brushes), 31 Francisco de la Ossa 
Ave. (mail address: Box 1382, Panama, 
R. P.), Panama, is interested in ob- 
taining an agency for men’s light- 
weight summer suits, men’s and 
women’s medium- priced nationally 
advertised underwear and shoes, and 
women’s handbags. 


Scheduled to arrive February 24, 
via Miami, for a 1-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Mr. Joseph Delcau, 422 
S. Columbus Ave., Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Miami, February 24-26; and 
New York, February 27-March 1. 

Sweden—Bengt Torsten Samuelson, 
representing T. Winberg Aktiebolag 
(importer and sales agent of canned 
goods and foodstuffs, chemicals, and 
pharmaceutical articles), 27 Kungs- 
portsavenyen, Goteborg C, is inter- 
ested in canned goods; foodstuffs, in- 
cluding dried fruit; essential oils; 
chemicals; and pharmaceutical ar- 
ticles and preparations. 


Was scheduled to arrive February 
12, via Los Angeles, for a 3-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o R. E. Cotter 
Co., 168 Market St., San Francisco, 
Calif. Itinerary: Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Dallas, New Orleans, Jack- 
sonville, Tampa, and New York. 

Union of South Africa—P. R. Shim- 
well, representing Ernest H. John- 
son (Pty.), Ltd. (importer and whole- 
saler of agricultural implements, and 
manufacturer and exporter of railroad 
materials), 226 Main St., P. O. Box 
7536, Johannesburg, is interested in 
pneumatic conveying equipment for 
grain, including grain dryers and 
cleaners, and grain scales, as well as 


technical information on this equip-_ 


ment. 

Was scheduled to arrive early in 
February, via New York, for a visit of 
2 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Walker 


Bros., New York, Inc., 1441 Broadway, | 


New York 18, N. Y. Itinerary: New 


York, Washington, Chicago, Kansas — 


City, and Minneapolis. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists mimeographed 
copies of which may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of 
fices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lista are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade and 
industry data collected in making 
the compilations. Brief extracts 
from these data follow each title 
for which such data are available. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers — Honduras — 
Honduras is entirely dependent on 


imports for automotive vehicles and | 


equipment. In July 1955, 7,074 motor 
vehicles were .registered—3,440 pas- 
senger cars and station wagons, and 
3,634 trucks, pick-ups, jeep-type ve- 
hicles, buses, and miscellaneous utility 
vehicles. An estimated 90 percent of 
these vehicles are of U. S. origin. In 
fiscal year 1953-1954, 1,478 vehicles 
were imported at approximately $25 
million, 1,220 (over 82 percent) of 
which were from the United States. 
Imports of tires in the same period 
were valued at over $630,000, with over 
$517,000 from the United States. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Surinam.—No 
shortage of dollar currency exists in 
Surinam and American cars and 
trucks predominate. In 1954, automo- 
tive vehicle imports amounted to 2,- 
189,000 Surinam guilders; imports 
from the United States of vehicles and 
parts amounted to 1,614,000 guilders. 
(1 Surinam’ guilder=approximately 
US$0.54). 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Nicaragua.— 
Illiteracy limits the use of reading 
material, and technical books in Eng- 
lish are stocked only at the American 
Library. In 1954, imports of books and 
pamphlets amounted to $26,707, 45 
percent of which came from the 
United States. Imports of newspapers 
and periodicals totaled $6,960, of which 
97 percent came from the United 
States. 


Boot and Shoe Importers and Deal- 
ers—Guatemala.—Commercial imports 
of shoes, except ballet shoes, have been 
embargoed; however, individual im- 
port licenses are granted for ortho- 
pedic, other special types, and leather 
army shoes for the military. Ap- 
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proximately 22,000 pairs of shoes 
yalued at less than $32,000 were im- 
ported in 1954, practically all for the 
military. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Thailand.—Chemicals are classified as 
essential items for industry and agri- 
culture with no restrictions placed on 
imports. Principal suppliers are the 
United States, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, the Netherlands, Switzer- 
land, and Japan. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 

Growers, and- Exporters—Israel.—Ap- 
ples are the only fresh fruit imported 
commercially. Steady demand for 
dried fruits is met by imports. Citrus 
is the most important fruit crop and 
the largest single export item. Apples 
are imported mainly from Italy, and 
nuts and dried fruit from the United 
States, Italy, Greece, and Turkey. 
Citrus exports are principally to the 
United Kingdom, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Scandinavian countries, the 
Soviet Union, and France. 
_ Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers — Switzerland.— Plate glass 
imports come principally from Bel- 
gium, France, Germany, and Italy; 
window glass from Belgium, Germany, 
and Czechoslovakia; mirror glass from 
Belgium, Germany, and France; 
bottles and jars from Germany, Cze- 
choslovakia, and France. Imports of 
glass and glass products of all types 
from the United States in 1954 were 
valued at approximately $410,737. The 
United States is the principal supplier 
of fire-proof glassware and colored 
glassware for household and kitchen 
use. 

Hide and Skin Importers and 
Agents — Jamaica.—In 1954, some 
10,000 hides were imported, almost en- 
tirely from the United States and 
Canada. The protective restrictions 
imposed on leather imports has in- 
creased the demand for hides. Be- 


cause of quarantine restrictions, due to 
hoof and mouth disease, on imports 
from many countries, the United 
States and Canada are in a favored 
position. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Ceylon.—Cey- 
lon is dependent entirely on imports 
for iron and steel manufacturers and 
certain building materials, chiefly 
from the United Kingdom. Imports 
from the United States in 1954 con- 
sisted of tanks, drums, galvanized 
tubes and pipes, tin plate, and sheet 
valued at $35,300. Imports of cement 
and many iron and steel products are 
under open general license from the 
United States. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers—Ar- 
gentina.—Watch imports have de- 
clined in the last 10 years from over 
1 million units in 1945 to 4,974 units 
in the first 8 months of 1954, Exchange 
import permits for jewelry, precious 
and semi-precious stones, and metals 
currently are not being granted. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Import- 
ers and Dealers—Venezuela.—The im- 
port demand is primarily for patent 
leather, which is not produced !ocal- 


ly; cattleside upper leather; calf an 


kip upper leather; and goat and kid 
upper leathers. Traditionally the 
United States has been the largest 
supplier, but competition from Euro- 
pean suppliers has increased sharply 
because of lower prices. The United 
States is estimated to furnish cur- 
rently only 35 percent of all leather 
imports. Most rubber heels and soles 
are produced locally, and imports 
from the United States, the largest 
supplier, amounted to $51,430 in 1954. 
The United States also supplied shoe 
findings valued at $39,307 in 1954. 
Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—India.—India 
manufactures office furniture and a 
wide range of small office and school 
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supplies. It does not manufacture 
consist 
ly of typewriters, typewriter parts, ac- 


counting and statistical machines, and 
certain articles of stationery, for ex- 


ample, fountain pens, pencils, foun- — os 


tain-pen ink, staplers, writing pads, 
etc. Imports of complete typewriters 
have shown a gradual decline over the 
past 6 years. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—Italy.—C a mera im- 
ports totaled 48,406 units in 1954, 
mainly from Germany because they 
are competitive and can be im 
without license. About 10,000 lenses 
are imported annually, mainly from 
Germany. Exposure meters are ob- 
tained from the United States and 
Germany. Practically all flash bulbs 
are manufactured locally. American 
color film is popular and the United 
States supplies about 50 percent of 
consumption. Imports of photo- 
graphic sensitized material come 
chiefly from Belgium, the United 
Kingdom, and Germany. American 
film is favored but import licenses are — 
difficult to obtain. All glass for the 
manufacture of lenses is impo 
mainly from Germany, and France, 
because of cheaper prices. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Bolivia.—Imports in 1954 of light-leaf 
tobacco amounted to 263,735 kilograms 
valued at $269,855, of which 252,219 
kilograms, valued at $262,950, were 
from the United States. In the 
year Bolivia imported cigarettes, Ai- 
gars, and chewing tobacco worth 
$12,128, with imports from the United 
States accounting for $9,574. There 
are no exports of tobacco or tobacco 
products. 





Construction of .. . 
(Continued from Page 15) 


should submit their applications be- 
fore February 29 to Ministero Difesa- 
Aeronautica, Direzione Generale De- 
manio, Ufficio Studi, Viale Castro Pre- 
torio, Rome. Invitations to bid will be 
sent to qualified firms-on or about . 
March 15, and the approximate date 
for opening of bids is April 15. 

Information concerning the firm’s — 
qualifications should be.drawn up on 
an appropriate form, a copy of which 
may be obtained from the Commerical 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. The 
envelope containing the application 
and enclosed documents should be 
marked conspicuously to show refer- 
ence No. 027. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding procedure may be 
obtained upon request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, or from 
any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Cambodia Lets Highway Contract 


A $703,000 engineering contract has 
been signed ‘between the Government 
of Cambodia and the firm of Michael 
Baker, Jr., Inc., Rochester, Pa., the 
second important step toward the con- 
struction of a highway to link Cam- 
bodia’s capital with a new deep sea- 
port on the Gulf of Siam. 

The United States, through the 
International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration, is providing about $15 million 
to build the road, and France is 
constructing the port as part of its 
aid program to Cambodia. 

In addition to the Baker contract, 
ICA in 1955 financed a $19,000 recon- 
naissance survey by the New York firm 
of Brown and Blauvelt, which estab- 
lished a route for the proposed road 
and laid down general specifications 
on which engineering and construc- 
tion contracts could be based. 

The third ahd final step in the 
project—the awarding of a construc- 
tion contract to an American firm— 
is expected about April following 
initial engineering by the Baker 
company. All of the contracts are to 
be between the Cambodian Govern- 
ment and the American firms, and 
ICA is to provide the financing under 
separate agreements. 

Newly independent Cambodia has 
been eager to obtain an independent 
outlet to the sea. To satisfy this need 
France agreed to build a deep seaport 
on the Bay of Kompong Som, an arm 





Esso Company To Build Two 
Tankers and Transfer Five 


An Esso Shipping Co. application 
to build: two néw tankers and transfer 
five old tankers to foreign flag has 
been approved in principle, the U. 8. 
Maritime Administration has an- 
nounced. 

The two tankers, to be constructed 
in U. S. shipyards, would be of ap- 
proximately 35,550 deadweight tons 
and 16.3-knot speed. The five tankers, 
of the T-2-type, would be transferred 
to Panama Transport Co., a Pana- 
manian corporation wholly owned by 
Standard Oil Co., N. J., for registry 
under the Panamanian flag. Formal 
transfer of the vessels will not be per- 
mitted until construction contracts 
have been executed. 

Other conditions of transfer are 
that the tankers must be retained 
under effective American control, will 
be available to the United States if 
required, and will not engage in op- 
erations prohibited U. 8S. flag vessels. 
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of the Gulf of Siam, and the United 
States agreed to link the port to the 
capital with a modern all-weather 
blacktop highway. 


Two-thirds of the route will be over 
existing roads in various stages of 
repair, and one-third will be over 
present trails or paths through diffi- 
cult mountainous and jungle terrain. 


Following the procedure used in 
other countries, U. S. aid includes the 
training of Cambodian technicians in 
both highway engineering and con- 
struction and in maintenance and 
operation of the modern highway 
building equipment to be sent to Cam- 
bodia under the construction contract. 
The equipment will be turned over to 
the Cambodian Government when the 
road is finished, along with trained 
Cambodian personnel, so that the 
country can continue to carry forward 
an accelerated roadbuilding program 
with its own resources. 


The highway project is part of ICA’s 
economic and technical cooperation 
programs in Cambodia, for which in 
fiscal 1956 it will provide about $21.5 
million. 


ICA To Finance Survey 
Of Philippine Transport 


Stanford Research Institute, Menlo 
Park, Calif., will assist the Philippine 
Government’s National Economic 
Council in making an engineering 
and economic survey of domestic 
transportation facilities. The Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration 
has announced the contract, which it 
will finance under its technical co- 
operation program. 

Stanford Research Institute will 
send seven specialists and consultants 
to the Philippines to conduct the sur- 
vey, which will include recommenda- 
tions on how domestic transportation 
facilities can be improved and ex- 
panded. To cover the staff’s expenses, 
ICA wiil authorize $100,000 in 1956. In 
addition, up to 88,000 Philippine pesos 
will be made available from counter- 
part funds to help cover locally incur- 
red expenses. 


Internal transportation in the Phil- 
ippines has always been a major 
problem. Available means of land, 
sea, and air transport must comple- 
ment one another effectively if eco- 
nomic growth is to be achieved. Dam- 
age to existing facilities during World 
War II was extensive, and reconstruc- 
tion and expansion is essential to the 
efficient distribution and marketing 
of agricultural and industrial prod- 
ucts. 





Airlines Prepare for 
Heavy Summer Travel 


Scheduled airlines serving the Eu- 
ropean continent are planning to pro- 
vide 20 percent more passenger seats 
in the 1956 summer peak season’ than 
they did last year to meet an antic- 
ipated further rise in demand for 
tourist and business travel within and 
to Europe, the International Air 
Transport Association reports. 

The 20 IATA member airlines pro-~ 
viding most European air service and 
oversea air connections will increase 
frequencies, add new cities to their 
networks, and bolster capacities with 
new equipment, including larger heli- 
copters. 

Agreement was reached at recent 
summer timetable meetings of IATA 
carriers at Paris that 1956 peak season 
schedules generally will begin on April 
22 and conclude on October 6. 

The Paris sessions completed plans 
to integrate intercontinental flights 
with European timetables to permit 
easier and more frequent connections 
to all European cities as far east as 
Ankara, whose new airport has just 
been opened to commercial services. 

This year’s arrangements will pro- 
vide such connections for about 70 
flights daily in and out of Europe to 
North America and South America 
alone. 

Cities to be added to the European 
network this summer, in addition to 
Ankara, will include Bergen, Bardu- 
foss, Ostend, and Venice. 

Seasonal services will be resumed 
to Biarritz, Bern, Dinard, Deauville, 
Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Lourdes, and 
Salzburg. 

Another feature of the 1956 sum- 
mer timetables will be the first 
through flights by Western European 
carriers into Moscow. Hitherto, Mos- 
cow has been accessible by air only 
by change of plane at Helsinki and 
Central European points. 

Increased frequencies and a wider 
selection of departure times will be 
made possible by deliveries of new air- 
craft, including Super G Constella- 
tions, Convair Metropolitans, DC-7C’s, 
Britannias, and S-58 Helicopters ac- 
commodating as many as 13 pas- 
sengers. 


The planned increase in capacity 
for this summer is even greater than 
that of 1955, when the airlines of- 
fered 14 percent more seats than in 
the preceding year. 





Cigarette output in Ceylon has de- . 


clined for 3 consecutive years to 14 
billion pieces in 1954, as compared 
with the 1951 record level of 1.7 billion, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 
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Swedish Power Plant 


Plans Remote Control 


The 140-kilowatt power station at 
Ligga, in Norrbotten, on July 1 will 
be converted to Sweden’s first remote- 
controlled power station. The station 
will be controlled by radio and televi- 
sion from the main station at Har- 
sprang about 6 miles north of Ligga. 

Sweden also is planning to construct 
the two largest steam generators in 
Europe for use in a power plant under 
construction at Stenungsund, between 
Goteborg and the Norwegian border. 

The control system will include a 
television camera and transmitter at 
Ligga and a receiver at Harsprang. 
The camera, to be operated from 
Harsprang for supervision of the con- 
trol! chamber and dam will have a 
range of 320° and will be capable of 
being raised’ or lowered 45°. It will 
have three lenses for photographing 
from different distances and will be 
protected from the weather in an elec- 
trically heated enclosure with wipers 
in front of the lenses. 

It will be possible to supervise from 
Harsprang by radio,.the connection 
and disconnection of circuits and con- 
nections at Ligga, as well as the start- 
ing and disconnection of the genera- 
tors. In addition, many measurement 
records will be transmitted via radio. 

The remote-control system is ex- 
pected to cost about 700,000 crowns, 
of which 270,000 crowns will be for the 
television camera, transmitter, and 
receiver (1 crown=approximately 
US$0.1935). The television equipment 
will be of America, Dutch, and Swed- 
ish origin and will be assembled in 
Sweden. 

Each generator for the Stenungsund 
plant will have a capacity of 465 tons 
of steam an hour, sufficient to operate 
a turbogenerator with a capacity of 
150,000 kilowatts. The generators will 
be manufactured and installed by 
Svenska Maskinverken AB for the 
Swedish Water Power Board (Vatten- 
fallsstyrelsen). The first generator is 
scheduled for delivery in 1959 and the 
second in 1960. 





New Zealand Plans Import 
Of Aircraft From U. S. 


New Zealand is expected to import 
NZ£70,000 worth of U. S. Piper aircraft 
in 1956, according to the New Zealand 
press. 

Twenty-four of these planes are ex- 
pected to be received between Janu- 
ary and June, and orders are on hand 
for more. 

One plane will be used by the Civil 
Aviation Administration for inspec- 
tion of airport facilities and 17 will be 
used in topdressing and other agricul- 
tural work. The remaining aircraft 


are for aero clubs operating in New 
Zealand. 
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Ecuador Plans Highway System 


The Ecuadoran Government has 
drawn up a national roadbuilding 
plan for highway maintenance and 
construction, the purpose of which is 
to open the way for farming the fer- 
tile coastlands and connecting them 
with the sierra. 

The plan includes— 

eA system of basic transverse high- 
ways to join the principal sierra re- 
gions with the coastal areas. 

eA highway system along the bord- 
ers. 

eA main highway along the coast 
to parallel the Western Cordillera. 

eA system of branch highways to 
complement the Pan American High- 
way, destined to facilitate local com- 
munication. 

Costs of work on the 17 highways 
included is estimated at 836.6 million 
sucres, or about US$48 million at cur- 
rent free rate of exchange, to be 
financed by internal taxes and a loan 
already approved by the Exim Bank 
of Washington. About 2,200 kilomet- 
ers of highway will be improved and 
constructed, and it is hoped the work 
will be finished in approximately 5 


years. 

In addition to the State program, 
a highway project is being carried out 
by .the Roadbuilding Committee of 





Indian Companies To 
Receive 18 New Ships 


Eighteen new ships, 10 of which are 
on order from foreign shipbuilding 
yards, will be delivered to Indian ship- 
ping corporations by mid-1957, as an- 
nounced on January 6. 

These new ships will add 110,000 
gross registered tons to the Indian 
merchant marine. 

Distribution of 10 of the foreign- 
built ships among the Indian com- 
panies will be as follows: 

eIndian Steamship Co., Ltd., 3 ships, 
2 of 15,000 tons, delivery expected in 
January and the third ship due by 
the middle of 1957. 

eScindia Steamship. Co., 6 ships, 3 
due in April, totaling 19,500 tons; 2 
due in February-March 1957, totaling 
13,000 tons; and 1 expected in April 
1957, of 6,500 tons. 

eGreat Eastern Shipping Co., Ltd., 
1 ship, delivery expected in February 
1957, of 8,500 tons. 

The other ships, being built in India 
at the Vishakapatnam shipyards, will 
be distributed in the following order: 

e5 ships totaling 25,000 tons, to 
Scindia Steamship Co., delivery ex- 
pected in January and April 1956 and 
June 1957. 

e3 ships totaling 15,000 tons to East- 
ern Shipping Corp., delivery expected 
in September and December 1956 and 
in February 1957. 


Guayas in that and adjoining Prov- 
inces. The approximately 586 kilo- 
meters of highways involved will 
benefit about 7 million hectares of 
land, only a little over half a million 
hectares of which are under cultiva- 


includes the installation of a — 
of ferryboats and construction of 
piers on the Guayas River. 

Smaller roadbuilding projects are 
being carried out by Provincial coun- 
cils and the municipalities, which 
through constant effort have man- 
aged in varying degrees to establish a 
network of local and neighborhood 
roads. 





Australian Airlines 


Show Record Service 


Australian airlines in the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1955, carried the larg- 
est amount of freight and the greatest 
number of passengers in the country’s 
history. Domestic and international 
air services carried more than 2 mil- 
lion passengers, the first time this 
mark had been exceeded in any 12- 
month period. 

Domestic Australian airlines per- 
formed over 800 million revenue pas- 
senger-miles with a load factor of 62.4 
percent and about 38 million ton- 
miles of freight service. On interna- 
tional services revenue, passenger- 
miles, and freight ton-miles amounted 
to 242 million and 8 million, respec- 
tively. 

Southern Airlines, a new company 
formed to give local service within the 
State of Victoria, Australia, began op- 
erations on December 12, using De 
Haviland Doves purchased from Air- 
lines (W. A.), which, recently merged 
with MacRobertson-Miller in Western 
Australia. 

Southern will serye Gippsland in 
southeastern Victoria and cities in the 
northern and central parts of the 
State. It is the newest of the feeder 
airlines to begin operations in Aus- 
tralia. 

Butler Air Transport, formerly an 
intrastate carrier operating with 
DC-3’s and De Haviland Herons with- 
in the State of New South Wales, 
entered the high-density Melbourne- 
Sydney-Brisbane service on December 
12, using Vickers Viscounts. Plans are 
to operate these services at a reduced 
rate, compared with the first-class 
services operated by Australian Na- 
tional Airways and Trans-Australia 
Airlines, but with all the amenities 
provided on the first-class services. 























FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Agricultural Fair To 
Be Held in Madrid 


The Third International Agricul- 
tural Fair will be held in Madrid, 
Spain, May 23-June 23. 

Sponsored by the Spanish Syndicate 
Organization through the National 
Livestock Syndicate, the fair will 


present the latest agricultural de- 
velopments, techniques, and equip- 
ment. 

Some 28 sections are planned, 


including fertilizers, fungicides, rural 
construction, livestock, olive-oil in- 
dustries, vegetable canning, sugar, 
wine, rural construction, dairy in- 
dustries, and agricultural machinery. 

The fairgrounds cover some 173 
acres; virtually all the available 
rental space.is in the open to en- 
courage exhibitors to build their own 
housing. One large central hall and 
another multistory building have lim- 
ited covered space available for rent. 
The rate a square meter is about $3.85 
for open space and $7.70 for covered 
space. Power is 125 or 250 volts, three 
phase, 50 cycle, a. c. Wiring is pro- 
vided to each stand and water sup- 
plied as required. 

Foreign products may be imported 
in one of two ways. Under the simpler, 
temporary method, goods must be 
removed from Spain when the fair is 
over and may not be sold or trans- 
ferred to any other owners within 
Spain unless an import license can be 
obtained. On the other basis, the 
Ministry of Commerce usually al- 
locates limited amounts of foreign ex- 
change for “prelicenses,” which are 
promises to issue import licenses for 
the goods specified after the fair is 
over upon proof that goods were ex- 
hibited. 





Trade Exposition Starts in 
Casablanca on April 21 


The Foire Internationale de Casa- 
blanca, 1956, is scheduled to be 
held April 21-May 6, at Casablanca, 
Morocco. 

The fair will be a general trade ex- 
position offering a wide variety of ex- 
hibits ranging from consumer goods 
to capital equipment. This year’s ex- 
hibit reportedly will stress agricul- 
tural and industrial equipment with 
space set aside for the showing of 
utility motor vehicles. 

As in previous years, the fair will 
be organized by a private corporation 
which has the support of government 
agencies and other public and semi- 
public organizations. 

Exhibits arriving in French Morocco 
for the fair will be granted tempo- 
rary admission under bond, on the 
condition that such material will be 
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reexported or that the importer sub- 
sequently will obtain an import li- 
cense enabling him to enter the mate- 


Trial permanently. Special exchange 


allowances to permit the permanent 
import of foreign exhibits will be made 
by the competent Moroccan govern- 
ment agencies for the benefit of ex- 
hibits originating in countries which 
either have bilateral trade agreements 
with France or otherwise grant re- 
ciprocal facilities to French Moroccan 
fair exhibits. No such agreements 
would benefit American exhibitors. 


The fair management has no rep- 
resentative in the United States, but 
information on the fair is available 
from the French commercial at- 
taches at Washington, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, New Orleans, New York, and 
San Francisco. 





Exhibit of Inventions, New 
Devices Planned in Zurich 


The second International Exhibi- 
tion of Inventions and New Devices 
is scheduled for May 8-17 in Zurich, 
Switzerland, at the Kaufleuten, a 
Swiss Mercantile Society building. 

The first exhibition, in 1954, in- 
cluded 80 exhibitors, mostly Swiss and 
Germans, and occupied about 400 
square meters. There were approxi- 
mately 200 objects on display, and 
visitors numbered some 12,000 persons. 


The purpose of the exhibition is to 
enable inventors and manufacturers 
to show their inventions and new de- 
vices. 


Information may be obtained from 
the organizers, Verein fur Ausstel- 
lungen, Sustenweg 4, Zurich, 9/48, 
Switzerland. 





The 16th Algerian Trade Fair will 
be held April 27-May 13, the Executive 
Director of the Foire d’Alger has ad- 
vised. The dollar exchange problem 
presents an obstacle for the sale of 
most products coming directly from 
the United States. 








Dates Set for Fairs, 
Exhibits in Austria 


The following fairs and exhibitions 
will take place in Austria during 


1956, the Austrian trade delegate in 


the United States has announced, 

Vienna Spring International Trade 
Fair, Vienna, March 11-18; Interna- 
tional Pastry Makers Exhibition, Vien- 
na, April 14-29; South-East Fair, 
Graz; Pharmaceutical Exhibit, Vien- 
na, May 6-13. 

Medical Exhibit, Vienna, May 23-26; 
Fifth World Power Conference, Vien- 
na, June 17-23; Export and Samples 
Fair, Dornbirn, June 27-August 5; 
Austrian Lumber Fair, Klagenfurt, 
August 9-19; Wiener Neustadt Trade 
and Industry Exhibit, Wiener Neu- 
stadt, August 11-19. 


Exhibit of Local Manufacturers, 
Frohnileiten, August 11-19; Augustini 
Festival, Trade, Industry, Agricul- 
tural, and Forestry Exhibit, Fuersten- 
feld, August 25-28; Austrian ‘Agricul- 
tural Wels Fair, Wels, September 1-9; 
Raabtal Festival, Feldbach, September 
6-9; Vienna Fall International Trade 
Fair, Vienna, September 9-16. 

The Model Home, Vienna, Septem- 
ber 18-October 8; Innsbruck Fair, 
Innsbruck, September 22-30: Graz 
South-East Fair, Graz, September 29- 
October 7; and Amstetten Book Show, 
Amstetten, November 18-25. 





Israel’s First Industrial 
Fair To Be Held in Spring 


Israel’s First Industrial Exhibition 
and Fair to be held April 24-May 13 
in Haifa is expected to draw an 
attendance of one-half million. 

More than 800 industrial enterprises 
in Israel reportedly are participating. 
An area of 650,000 square feet has 
been set aside for the exhibition site 
in downtown Haifa near the port. 

The exhibition is sponsored by the 
Haifa municipality, the Israel Manu- 
facturer’s Association, and other 
industrial organizations, and its 
object is to show the progress that 
Israel industries have made during 8 
years of Israel’s statehood. 





Montreal Fairs Listed 


The Montreal Tourist and Conven- 
tion Bureau, Montreal, Canada, has 
listed the following fairs scheduled to 
take place in that city in 1956: 

National Agricultural Show, Febru- 
ary 17-26; Canadian Playthings “Toy 
Fair,” February 24-March 3; Montreal 
Gift Show, March 5-8; Exporama 1956, 
April 5-15; Better Home Builders 
Show, April 23-28; and the Canadian 
Shoe and Leather Pair, October 7-10. 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar. The peso of the Dominican 





















































* Official selling rate changed August 1, 1953, 
from 18.72 to 18.82 cruzeiros per dollar. 

*May-December average. 

S Effective November 11, 1954, the selling rate 
for most transactions was changed from 110.20 
to 203 pesos per dollar. During the latter part 
of 1955 a rate of 303 pesos per dollar was 
gfadually extended to more and more types of 
transactions until this rate is now recognized 
as the principal rate (see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Aug. 15, 1955, p. 5, Aug. 22, 1955, p. 14, 
and this issue, p. 4). 


® Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas per 
dollar, effective July 1, 1955. 

1° Par value changed from 15 to 21 guaranies 
per dollar, effective August 19, 1954. 


11 Par value shown. Buying and selling rates 
fluctuate slightly around par value. 


12 Effective Sept. 15, 1955, controlled rate was 
changed from 1.90 to 2.10 pesos per dollar and 
commercial free rate from 2.45 to 2.80 pesos 
per dollar. 4 


lic, the Guate- 
| malian quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to @ doller, 
° Average rate Latest available quotations : 
Unit i pprostinate 
Country quoted Type of exchange 1953 1954 «1955 Rate sca rer on Date 
(annual) | (annual) | December U. S.currency | 796 
Argentina *...| Peso.......-.. BASIC... cscccccccceccscees 7.50 7.50 oes oes evees coves, 
Preferential..,......s++. 5.00 5.00 evbee|. El. eepee ease ouees 
Legal frev.......+.. soccee 13.97 13.97 vhwe ay énwae eoved 
Oelal. sccccrccccvecceees ceces eecee 18.00 18.00 0556 Jan. 31 
RGR. .cienae chakesunse te POD: Stage 36.15 45.75 0219 Jan. 16 
Bolivia......- Boliviano..... Official...... oseehesan opagd 143.50 191.90 191.90 191.90 0052 Dec. 30 
Legal fr@@......secees ee 1 720.00 2 1,436.62 4060.00 4260.00 0002 Do. 
Brazil**.....: Cruzeiro...... QA ciccscccctdeseuens 518.76 18.82 18.82 18.82 0531 Do. 
Legal fre@........sseeeees 4 45.61 61.29 67.57 67.20 0149 Do. 
RD, 6.00000: eS a CUDA sin cnt co tbenbicc eds 50.87 110.20 110.20 110.20 0091 Jan. 31 
Petal Si ii... 6iicsin nS Oe a eee 303.00 303.00 0033 Do. 
Free market (curb)....../ 177.87 295.06 654.00 590.00 0017 Jan. 13 
Colombia... .. eee ee WONG ah ics vceteusekucteen 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 , 3984 Do. 
WONG Bin nichs si ccecpstensall (lace: + 4 eee 4.12 4.43 2257 Do. 
Costa Rica...) Colon......... ORAL. .ncccicigecvcmececs 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 Jan. 15 
Controlled free.........+- 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.65 -1504 Do. 
Ecuador...... Suce.....650 Central bank (official) 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 0660 Dec. 30 
WU 06 ieletcvctbace tet 17.44 17.42 17.40 17.42 0574 Do. 
Honduras..... Lempira...... OMI. sic cicnccdacsves 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 .4950 Do. 
Mexico........ PURD. oc dbvivce PUOR si .wecteces Rivet dads aue 8.65 ® 11.38 12.51 12.51 0799 Do. 
Nicaragua Cordoba...... CRRA ove sssccctevts voce 5.00 5.00 © 7.05 7.05 1418 Dec, 31 
ON EE SSB 1.63 7.44 7.61 7.60 1316 ‘Do. 
Paraguay..... Guarani,..... OMctal. ....ccccccececcoces 15.00 10 17.21 21.00 21.00 0476 Do. 
Controlled free........... 56.09 63.74 68.25 68.25 0147 Do. 
ee Gl..< .santebal Exchange certificate...... 16.85 19.39 19.00 19.00 .0526 Jan, 21 
TEND. occncdcecdeseduoassots 16.94 19.69 19.52 19.54 0512 Do. 
Salvador...... Cetem FX -ices FOGR. . cacccve Fuacdhus vase’ 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 4000 Dec. 30 
Uruguay...... aE AR Contsvlled.....ci.cecsccee 1.90 1.90 122.10 122.10 ‘ Do. 
q Commercial free.......... 2.45 2.45 122.80 122.80 1 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade... 2.92 3.19 3.82 3.67 .2725 Do. 
Venezuela....| Bolivar....... Controlled free........... 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 .2985 Do. 
. ° ‘ 4 * The basic, preferential and 1 free rates 
ne Gomsiuerce Weekly Aug. 2, 8p 14)” Bunk" Meuco saline tats’ "° wens discontinued on Ost."7, 1088. ‘he Rew 
+Quotation at close of year. 8 Par value changed from 8.65 to 12.50 pesos official rate went into effect on Oct. 28, 1955. 
* Average of end-of-week rates. per dollar, effective April 19, 1954. The new free market rate did not become 


operative until Nov. 3, 1955 (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 14, 1955, p. 2). 


** Auction rates in the Rio 
auction for Jan. 17, 1956, for U. S. 
a delivery ranged as follows: 

1 cruzeiros 


selling rate, with applicable taxes, in order to 
get the effective selling rates. 





Portuguese Economic . . . 
(Continued from Page 6) 


nected by a high-tension transmission 
line with the Picote station more than 
100 miles distant. 

Month-by-month increases in the 
Central Bank’s gold and foreign-ex- 
change holdings in 1955 were smaller 
than in 1954, and holdings declined 
for a few months, but later the total 
reached a new high, exceeding 19,- 
000 million escudos, or $665 million. 

Note circulation reported by the 
Bank of Portugal was 10,740 million 
escudos as of November 30, 1955, com- 
pared with 9,968 million as of Novem- 
ber 24, 1954. 

The discount rate was unchanged, 
and interest rates on commercial loans 


February 13, 1956 


by banks remained at a maximum 
of 4 percent. 
Imports Increase 


Imports from foreign countries in 
October rose in value by 31 percent 
from the total in October 1954, and 
exports declined by 5 percent. Cumula- 
tive figures, however, show an import 
rise of /17 percent in the first 10 
months of the year and an export 
increase of 16 percent... The large 
imports in October were attributable 
largely to heavy receipts of wheat, 
leaf tobacco, tinplate, and pharma- 
ceuticals. Export trade with the over- 
sea territories in October was at about 
the same level as in October 1954, but 
the import value was down by 10 per- 
cent. 

There were few changes in the up- 
ward trend of industrial production 


in the January-July 1955 period. In- 
dustries which achieved a larger out- 
put included those producing paper, 
wood pulp, soap, sulfuric acid, am- 
monium sulfate, tin concentrates, re- 
fined petroleum products, and coal. 
The production of tungsten concen- 
trates was about the same as in 1954, 
but prices were higher. Sulfur pro- 
duction declined by 8 percent. Elec- 
tric-power production .in the period 
January-August ‘increased by about 
10 percent above 1954’s record out- 
put.—Emb., Lisbon. 





Mexican cotton exports in the Au- 
gust 1954-July 1955 marketing year 
amounted to 1,253,000 bales, an in- 
crease of 31 percent over the 951,000 
bales exported in 1953-54, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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U. S. new rubber consumption to- 
taled 124,508 long tons in December 
1955, bringing the calendar year total 
to a record of 1,522,554 tons, according 
to preliminary figures released by the 
Chemical and Rubber Division, Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Adminis- 
tration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

The 1955 total was 23.5 percent 
greater than the 1954 figure of 1,233,- 
012 tons and 13.8 percent greater than 
the previous record of 1,338,309 tons 
in 1953. Consumption in November 
1955 was 134,430 tons and in December 
1954, 119,197 tons. 

In every month of 1955, consump- 
tion was heavier than in the corre- 
sponding month of 1954. Except for 
April, each 1955 monthly figure set a 
new high for that month. 


Natural rubber consumption 
amounted to 39.01 percent of total 
new rubber consumption in December 
1955, compared with 39.25 percent in 
the preceding month; for the year 
1955, the natural rubber percentage 
was 41.5, as against 48.4 in 1954. 


Revised rubber consumption figures 
for November 1955 and preliminary 





Spanish Exports of Plywood 
Show Increase in Volume 


Exports of plywood from Spain, go- 
ing principally to the United King- 
dom, totaled 5,792 metric tons in 1954, 
as compared with 2,557 metric tons in 
1953. 


Twenty-five companies producing 
plywood in Spain have a total process- 
ing capacity of 124,000 metric tons of 
wood a year, according to the Spanish 
Ministry of Commerce. In 1954 a total 
of 68,147 metric tons of wood was 
processed, compared with 53,085 metric 
tons in 1953. Plywood production in 
1954 totaled 40,000 cubic meters. The 
wood used is principally “okume” from 
Spanish Guinea. 


Most recently, the high frequency 
process has been used by the industry. 
A total of 2,200 workers and techni- 
cians is employed. 

The 25 companies, including fac- 
tories and workshops, are distributed 
geographically as follows: 15 in Valen- 
cia, 4 in Barcelona, 3 in Pasajes, and 1 
each in Bilbao, Santander, and El 
Ferrol. In all, they include 40 fac- 
tories and workshops. 





Mexican cotton production in the 
July 1955-June 1956 crop year is cur- 
rently estimated at 2,090,000 bales of 
500 pounds gross, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

This is 17 percent higher than the 
1954-55 production of 1,780,000 bales. 


U.S. New Rubber Use at Record _ Nova Scotia Christmas 


consumption, production, and stock 
figures for December 1955 are as fol- 
lows: 


{In long tons] 























November December 1955 
Con- Con- Prod- end 
sump- sump- duc- of 
tion tion tion 
Natural rubber 
Latex 6,620 6,473 — 12,645 
Dry 46,149 . 42,092 —— 97,209 
Synthetic rubber 
S-Type 68,111 63,137 74,126 108,136 
Butyl 4,420 4,197 4,670 10,223 
Neoprene 6,896 6496 8455 11,971 
N-Type 2,234 2,113. 3, 5,300 
Total new 
rubber 134,430 124,508 90,319 245,484 
Reclaimed 
rubber 27,229 24,604 28,102 31,100 





Danish Farmed Mink 
Output Rises Sharply 


Danish farmed mink production has 
been increasing in the past 3 years. 
Output in 1955 was estimated at 468,- 
000, compared with 326,617 in 1954 and 
279,315 in 1953. This output, in thou- 
sands of kits up to 1 year, was as fol- 
lows: 

Standard (dark mink)—1953, 241, 
1954, 253, 1955, 340; gunmetal (Aleu- 
tian)—-1953, 0, 1954, 696 kits, 1955, 1; 
platinum (silver blue)—1953, 14, 1954, 
25, 1955, 33; pastel—1953, 22, 1954, 41, 
1955, 75. 

White—1953, 1, 1954, 2, 1955, 6; sap- 
phire—i1953, 0, 1954, 2, 1955, 3; sap- 
phire carriers—1955, 7; other muta- 
tions—1953, 1, 1954, 2, 1955, 4. 

Wild fur production is limited to 
seal, fox, and polar bear of Greenland 
origin. Undressed skins brought into 
Denmark in the past.3 years were: 

Seal—1953, 22,015, 1954, 28,655, 1955, 
22,872; blue fox—1953, 2,600, 1954, 2,811, 
1955, 2,591; white fox—1953, 3,078, 1954, 
1,547, 1955, 1,501; silver fox—1953, 8, 
1954, 68, 1955, 52; polar bear—1953, 28, 
1954, 32, 1955, 45. 

Production of rabbit totaled 320,000 
in 1955, down from 354,000 in 1954 and 
362,000 in 1953. Total value of fur skins 
dressed amounted to 2,159,000 crowns 
(1 crown=US$0.145) in 1954 and 2,- 
438,000 in 1953. 


Skins Auctioned 

Virtually all Danish skins were auc- 
tioned. Average prices, by type of fur, 
for the last 3 seasons in crowns per 
pelt, were as follows: 

Fox: Silver—1952-53; 72, 1953-54, 63, 
1954-55, 66; platinum—1952-53, 110, 
1953-54, 58, 1954-55, 71; white face— 
1952-53, 62, 1953-54, 95, 1954-55, 0; blue 
—1952-53, 61, 1953-54, 44, 1954-55, 100. 

Mink: Standard (dark)—1952-53, 

(Continued on Page 27) 


Tree Business at Peak 


The 1955 Christmas season was the 


best in the history of the Nova Seo- 
tian Christmas tree industry. 


About 1,767 freight carloads of § 


Christmas trees reportedly were 
shipped from the area beyond 

Nova Scotia, to the United States, 
principally to the Boston and New 
York markets. With about 2,000 trees 
to a carload and a price of about $0.50 
to the producer, the total was some 
3,534,000 trees and a gross income to 
growers of approximately $1,767,000, 
About 30 truck loads of trees also were 
shipped to the United States. 

One of the principal restraints on 
this trade is transportation cost. The 
trees are shipped in bales, 4 trees toa 
bale and approximately 500 bales to 
each freight car; and it is estimated 
that it costs around $500—about $0.25 
a tree—to move a carload to the 
American market. 


Shipments of Christmas trees from 
Nova Scotia to the United States by 
rail, from 1949 through 1955, were: 
1949, 1,094 carloads; 1950, 1,302; 1951, 
1,484; 1952, 1,704; 1953, 1,694; 1954 
1,542; and 1955, 1,767. Figures for 1954 
and 1955 exclude shipments originat- 
ing between Truro, Nova Scotia, and 
Moncton, New Brunswick. Reports 
are not yet available on U. S. imports 
of Christmas trees from all of Canada 
in 1955, but since 1952 this total has 
been roughly 11 million trees each 
year. 


Industry Encouraged 
Cutting Christmas trees in Nova 
Scotia, was, until recently, an off-sea- 
son occupation of farmers and others 
owning wooded lots. Little attention 


was paid to the quality of the trees - 


cut and no effort was made during 
the year to cultivate and trim them or 
keep them free from disease. 


The Department of Lands and For- ~ 


ests, realizing the potential value of 
this industry as a source of revenue to 
the rural population, has encouraged 
producers to devote more time to 
growing trees and to raising the 
standards of trees offered for sale. 
Booklets on the methods to be fol- 
lowed and the care to be given grow- 
ing trees are available to growers, and 
a system of grading has been sug- 
gested. 


American buyers in the 1955 season. 


were reportedly more particular re- 
garding the purchase of trees, insist- 
ing on receiving only the best grade 
and quality. From the attention now 
given in Nova Scotia, this product 
probably will be improved over the 
years and may become even more 
popular in the United States. 
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British Industrial . . . 
(Continued from Page 3) 
particularly the United States, the op- 


portunities available to industrialists 
jocating in Northern Ireland and to 


1 see that interested parties have con- 


' tact with appropriate Government of- 
’ ficials and businessmen. 

The index of weekly wage rates, af- 
ter rising by 8 points in the first 4 
months of 1955, increased by only 1 
point between April and October. 


However, beginning in November a 
large number of wage claims were 
presented to employers by various 
trade unions. Unions seeking higher 
wages include the large and impor- 
tant Confederation of Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Unions, the National 
Union of Railwaymen, the National 
Union of Mineworkers, and the farm 
worker’s union. 


These demands for substantial wage 
increases represent a serious poten- 
tial strain on Britain’s economy. Ac- 
cording to the United Kingdom Treas- 
ury’s Bulletin for Industry, the two 
main threats to Britain’s competi- 
tive power in» world markets are ex- 
cessive home demand, absorbing 
goods that should be exported, and 
money income growing faster than 
output, causing costs, and therefore 
prices, to rise. 

Tighter installment-buying restric- 
tions and the purchase-tax increase 
were expected to slow rising con- 
sumer demand. In addition, the Trade 
Union Congress, the central organ of 
the British trade union movement, 
made an appeal for moderation in 
demands from both its own members 
and from other sections of the com- 
munity. 

Retail Sales Soar 


High earning and full employment 
have stimulated retail sales. Retail 
sales showed a marked rise in Octo- 
ber over the preceding month and 
October 1954. Sales of hardware, radio, 
and electrical goods rose sharply. 
Smaller gains occurred in sales of 
furniture and furnishings, clothing, 
footwear, and food. 


However, the main explanation of 
this upward swing was believed to be 
that consumers were buying heavily 
early in October in expectation of 
purchase-tax increases in the forth- 
coming budget. Tax hikes announced 
on October 26 were followed by a wave 
of buying to obtain goods in stock 
taxable at the ald rates. 


For this reason, October retail sales 


data do not offer a reliable guide to 
future consumer spending. 


The retail price index rose steadily 
from 144 (June 1947100) in October 
1954 to 146 in January 1955 and 152 in 
October 1955. This increase reflected 
for the most part rising food prices, 
as prices of manufactures rose only 
slightly. 


February 13, 1956 





Finland Plans Large 
Pulp and Paper Plant 


The Finnish Government: plans to 
construct a pulp and paper plant hav- 
ing an annual capacity greater than 
any existing Finnish mill, according to 
the Finnish press. 

The mill, to be located at Tornio, at 
the head of the Gulf of Bothnia, would 
produce 160,000 metric tons of news- 
print and an equal tonnage of chemi- 
cal pulp and kraft paper. Construc- 
tion is expected to take 6 years and to 
cost 30 billion Finnish marks,.or $130 
million. 

Annual wood consumption would be 
about 2 million cubic meters (piled 
measure), part of which would be 
birch, not previously used for pulp on 
a commercial scale in Finland. The 
necessary pulpwood is believed to be 
available in the far northern area of 
Finland; its cutting would employ 
10,000 men’ for 200 days-annually and 
support about 50,000 persons—one- 
quarter of the population of Finnish 
Lapland. 


Danish Farmed .. . 
(Continued from Page 26) 


81, 1953-54, 91, 1954-55, 107; pastel— 
1952-53, 151, 1953-54, 130, 1954-55, 163; 
silver blue (platinum)—1952-53, 126, 
1953-54, 135, 1954-55, 120; sapphire— 
1952-53, 305, 1953-54, 156, 1954-55, 184; 
blue frost and black cross, 1952-53, 
51, 1953-54, 59, 1954-55, 120; white, 
1952-53, 134, 1953-54, 219, 1954-55, 172. 

Nutria: Dressed—1952-53, 24, 1953- 
54, 26, 1954-55, 31; undressed—1952-53, 
52, 1953-54, 35, 1954-55, 27. 

For Greenland seals, 1953-54 data 
show the following price ranges in 
crowns, for best quality skins: Ringed 
seal—1953, 121, 1954, 124; bladdernosed 
seal—1953, 132, 1954, 122; harp seal— 
1953, 2, 1954, 62. 

Farmed fur production costs are es- 
timated, in crowns, as follows: Mink 
—feed, 40; wages, 20; electricity, vet- 
erinary, etc., 5; interest and deprecia- 
tion, 20; fox fur—feed, 65; wages, 50; 
other costs, 10; interest and deprecia- 
tion, 40.—Emb., Copenhagen. 








U. S.-West German Chemical 
Firms Cooperate in Brazil 


The first plant in South America to 
produce polyethylene will be estab- 
lished in Brazil jointly by an American 
firm and the West German firm Farb- 
werke Hoechst, according to the Ger- 
man press. The same firms are al- 
ready cooperating in the establish- 
ment of another chemical plant in 
Suzano, Brazil, which will be ready in 
1957 to produce basic chemicals, 
chemicals for pest control, industrial 
solvents, and other chemical goods 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 15, 
1955, p. 23.)—Emb., Bonn. 


Circulation of U. K. 


Dailies Nears Limit 


Daily newspaper circulation in the _ 
United Kingdom appears to be near 
its limit, according to a survey of the 
British press. ’Total circulation of all 
dailies in 1954 was reported as 28,881,- 
000, only 350,000 higher tham.in 1947. 

Provincial evening papers, up 6.2 
percent to 7,200,000, and London (na- 
tional) morning newspapers, up 45 
percent to 16,148,000, account for the 
slight increase. Sales of London eve- 
ning papers, 3,035,000, were 13.3 per- © 
cent lower than 1947, and provin- 
cial morning papers dropped 7.5 per- 
cent to 2,498,000. rif 

Sales of Sunday newspapers, 32,332,- 
000, were 10 percent above the 1947 
figure. 

Three publishing houses account for 
half of all newspaper sales in the 
United Kingdom. 

Despite high taxes and rising news- 
print and labor costs, newspaper p 
lishing has been generally profitable 
in recent years, the survey disclosed. 
An estimated 60 percent of the in- 
dustry’s gross revenues in 1954 came 
from advertising and 40 percent from. 
circulation. For the mass-circulation. 
London dailies, however, the position 
is reversed, about 60 percent of their 
revenue being derived from sales.~ 

Advertising expenditures in alf 
printed media, running about three 
times as large as the prewar figure, 

are swollen by higher advertising 
rates. Number and size of pages in 
daily, Sunday, and national weekly 
newspapers are limited by the news- 
print control system, with the result 
that space available for advertising in 
these papers is considerably less than 
before the war, 

This lack of space is reflected in the 
shifting distribution of expenditures 
among media. In 1938, national news- 
papers received 35 percent of all press 
advertising expenditures. In 1954, 
their share dropped to 24 percent. 
Over the same period provincial news- 
papers increased their share from 30 
to 38 percent. 

Key factors in the. future of the 
newspaper industry are television ad- 
vertising and newsprint. 

Now in its early and experimental 
stages, television advertising is not 
expected to make serious inroads into 
newspaper advertising revenues im- 
mediately. Its impact, as well as 
shifts in advertising that would result 
from relaxed controls on newsprint, 
will vary from paper to paper. 

A prospective world shortage of 
newsprint over the next few years 
may prevent relaxation of controls, as 
the United Kingdom imports both 
newsprint and pulp. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Exim Loan Announced 
For Brazilian Company 


A $35-million loan to the Brazilian 
National Steel Co. was announced in 
Brazil by Vice President Richard M. 
Nixon on behalf of the Export-Im- 
port Bank of Washington. 


Mr. Nixon’s statement followed the 
loan’s approval by the bank’s board 
of directors. 


The loan will enable the industry to 
expand its operations, thereby assist- 
ing Brazil in advancement toward a 
higher standard of living and an im- 
proved economy. The dollars ad- 
vanced will be used for purchase in 
the United States of materials, equip- 
ment, and engineering services re- 
quired for the expansion. 

Vice President Nixon made the an- 
nouncement at the steel mill at Volta 
Redonda, 65 miles northwest of Rio 
de Janeiro, while attending the in- 
auguration of President Juscelino 
Kubitschek. 


The loan has been under considera- 
tion by the Export-Import Bank for 
some time. It is the fourth loan which 
the Bank has made to the Brazilian 
company (Cia Siderurgica Nacional). 

The steel company was founded and 
constructed in 1940-41 with an Exim 
Bank credit of $25 million. Two fur- 


Tariff Hearings Scheduled 


On Fillets of Groundfish 


The public hearing in connection 
with the new investigation instituted 
by the U. 8S. Tariff Commission into 
the imports of groundfish fillets, un- 
der the “escape clause” of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act, has been 
set for June 5. 

Persons desiring to appear should 
give written notice at least 3 days 
in advance to the Secretary of the 
Commission, Tariff’ Commission 
Building, Eighth and E Streets NW., 
Washington, D. C. 
ther credits of $20 million and $25 
million each were approved by the 
bank in 1943 and 1950. The new loan 
will bring the total amount author- 





ized by the U. S. bank to $105 million. 

This will provide for a general ex- 
pansion of the integrated mill to in- 
crease its steel production from 700,- 
000 to 1 million ingot tons annually. 

The Koppers Co. of Pittsburgh has 
been the engineering adviser on the 
mill’s design, construction, and ex- 
pansion. _ 


New York Firm Denied 
Export Privileges 


Richard Nathan Corp. of New York 
City, and its employee, Walter Geiger, 
have been denied all U. S. export 
privileges for 30 days because of ex- 
port-control violations, the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has announced to- 
day. 

BFC said that the Nathan corpora- 
tion shipped 2,000 metric tons of used 
steel rails to Mexico in 1951 under 
an export license obtained on the 
strength of statements certifying that 
the material was to be used for re- 
laying—the only purpose for which 
used rails could be exported at that 
time. Subsequent investigation dis- 
closed, however, that the material 
was diverted to an unauthorized con- 
signee, a Mexican rolling mill for 
rerolling, and that the Nathan cor- 
poration and Geiger knew of the 
planned diversion and unauthorized 
use before the rails were shipped 
from the United States. 

The denial order, issued January 
23, with the consent of the Nathan 
corporation and Geiger, applies not 
only to them, but also to any other 
firms or persons with whom they may 
be associated by ownership, control, 
or position of responsibility. The or- 
der further states that no export 
activity or related service may be per- 
formed for them by any other person 
or firm, either directly or indirectly, 
without prior BFC approval. 








Moroccan tobacco acreage and 
production for the 1955 harvest con- 
tinue downward because of higher 
production costs owing, to an increase 
in agricultural wages, according to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. 

Production in 1955 has been placed 
at 3.7 million pounds from 2,792 acres, 
as compared with the 1954 crop of 4.7 
million pounds from 3,514 acres. 


ICA Grants Funds for 


Farm Surplus Purchase 


New authorizations for Bolivia, the 
United Kingdom, France, and the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany have been 
announced by the International Coop- 
eration Administration (ICA) under 
the provisions of section 402 of the 
Mutual Security Act of 1954, as 
amended. 

Authorizations for Bolivia, with pro- 
curement through the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, are as follows: 
For wheat, $3,232,000, and ocean trans- 
portation of this commodity, $1,067, 
000, for wheat flour, $1,111,000, and 
ocean transportation, $320,000. 

The United Kingdom was granted 
an authorization of $600,000 for pro- 
curement of oranges, grapefruit, and 
lemons. France received an author- 
ization of $1.2 million for purchase 
of soybean oil—subauthorizations to 
be used only for shipment to French 
Morocco and Algeria. The Federal Re- 
public of Germany was authorized @ 
purchase bread grains, except durum 
wheat and/or semolina, to a value 
of $4,350,000. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $300 million of the funds author- 
ized for the mutual security program 
for the fiscal year 1955-56: shall be 
used to finance the sale abroad of 
U. S. surplus agricultural comodities 
for foreign currencies. 
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